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The Prairie Traveler  

 PCHS Awarded Legacy Grant for Ferris Grand 

 

Newsletter editor:  Susan Hoskins 

In December 2019, PCHS was awarded a “Legacy Grant” 

through the Minnesota Historical Society [MHS], to have con-

struction drawings prepared for several projects on the Ferris 

Grand Block.  This work will prepare three areas for physical 

repair; tuckpointing, roof trusses and basement footings.  

Through the process MHS has laid out for us, we will look for 

the repairs to be done in 2021 at the earliest, barring emergen-

cies.   

We are very thankful for this grant program which dates back to 

2008 when Minnesota voters passed the Clean Water, Land and 

Legacy Amendment.  From that beginning the Minnesota His-

torical Society was able to implement the Statewide Historical 

and Cultural Grants program to support “projects of enduring 

value for the cause of history and historic preservation.”  Pipe-

stone County’s Sioux quartzite buildings certainly fall under 

this category.   

Also awarded in Pipestone County was Reclaim Community for 

work on Jasper High School and the City of Pipestone for work 

on the historic and iconic Watertower. 

2020 PCHS Annual  Meeting 
The 140th Annual Meeting of the membership of the Pipestone County His-

torical Society took place Saturday, February 8, 2020 at the Pipestone 

County Museum.  The format this year was a bit different.  There was not a 

highlighted speaker but instead an exhibit opening accompanied the meet-

ing.  Building Boom! Landscape of the Sioux quartzite Industry, opened in 

Gallery IV, featuring the beautiful Sioux quartzite buildings in Pipestone 

County. 

In business, the 2020 Budget was passed and two new board members were 

voted in.  Stacy Burmeister and Sue Parsley are both taking their first term 

on the PCHS Board.  Board member Paul Everett was elected to his second 

term.   

Much thanks and appreciation to board members Bob Buffington, who is 

stepping down after two terms and recently serving as Board Chair; and 

Mary Schroer who is also completing two terms. 

Ferris Grand Block at 106 East Main Street, Pipe-

stone.  This historic building is one of five owned 

and maintained by the Pipestone County Historical 

Society. 
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By Tony Texley Got Milk? 
That simple phrase used by the American Dairy Association advertising de-
partment  back in 1996 turned out to be one of their most popular promo-
tions in history.  It seemed every famous person was now sporting a milk 
moustache as part of this dairy campaign.  “Got Milk” was not a new 
phrase; just used in a new way.  Almost every family in recent history used 
this phrase several times a week before planning a trip to their local grocery 
store.  This was a time when almost all your grocery shopping was done at a 
grocery store instead of the mini mart gas stations that are now so popular. 
When I was growing up the trip wasn’t made to the grocery store for milk 
but to a local dairy farm.   

Around 1965 my dad (Ed) took a job at the local PV Elevator in Pipestone. 
The assistant manager at the time was Jack Mathine.  Jack was married to 
Jo Ann and they had 5 girls, and my folks had 5 boys.  Jack told my dad 
about a local farm where you could buy milk cheaper than going to the 
store. With a large family you could save a lot of money.  My dad went out 
and visited the farmer and a deal was struck. We were soon getting our milk 
direct from the farm, cream and all. 

Henry Farwick was the farmer’s name and their farm was located 2 ½ miles 
south of Pipestone on Hwy #75.    The schedule went like this:  We would 
get milk twice a week and shared pick up duties with the Mathine family.  The 1st pickup was Tuesday evening 
around 6:00 pm. We would pick up 7 gallons of milk, four gallons for us and 3 gallons for Mathines.  Now, we 
had to supply our own containers for milk.  My mom, Ardith, worked at the Highway Café owned by Art & 
Ruth Hasch which was also conveniently located directly across the road to the west of the Farwicks’ farm. 
Mom saved the glass gallon containers of Miracle Whip from the cafe to put the milk in.. 

Here’s how it worked:  Usually two of us would go along with Mom or Dad to get the milk.  We would pull up 
to the barn, bring our empty glass gallon jars into the milk house and set them on the table next to the bulk 
tank. There was a jar on the table to put your payment for the milk. It was an honor system, Farwick’s weren’t 
standing there watching how many you got and paid for. The price per gallon out of the bulk tank at this time 
was $.50, compared to around $.95 at a grocery store. Farwicks adjusted the price thru the years and at the end 
we were paying $.75 a gallon. 

We filled our jars right out of the bulk tank spigot and it was warm.  After we filled the 7 jars, we put our mon-
ey in the collection jar and carried the gallons of milk out to the car.  The jars were put into boxes on the floor, 
4 gallons to a box, in the back seat on top of old newspapers in case one dripped or possibly one broke.  The 
glass jars were separated from one another by layers of newspapers to prevent breakage.  The Mathines share 
of the milk was dropped off on the way home and then it was on to our house.  On Saturday the role was re-
versed and it was the Mathines turn to get the milk.  My mom (Ardith) said as far as she remembered we never 
broke a gallon of milk in all those trips, even in the winter. 

An issue that did occur with the farm milk versus store milk was when Farwicks switched the herd from one 
pasture to another for grazing and when they switched from silage in the winter and then back to pasture later; 
the milk would taste different during the transition and sometimes even stink for a while.   

Our two families enjoyed this milk buying arrangement until the Farwick’s quit milking after they decided not 
to go from Grade B milk to Grade A. This was sometime in the mid-70s.  After that we bought from another 
dairy farm right across the road to the north of the Farwicks. Their name was  the Corny Toering family. We 
bought milk from them for a short period of time and then we switched to the local Juba’s Super Valu store in 
Pipestone and purchased 
our milk there. 

This article has been shortened to fit in the Prairie Traveler.  For Tony’s full-length article go to 

our website at pipestonecountymuseum.com and click on More– Historical Articles. 

Ardith Texley and Ruth Hasch at the 

Highway Café.  
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Pipestone County                                             

Historical Society 

Membership & Donation Form 

Annual Membership Categories 

__ Friend  $15-$24 

__ Household  $25-$49 

__ Supporting  $50-$99 

__ Century  $100-$249 

__ Patron  $250-499 

__ Benefactor  $500 & Up 
 

Additional Donation: ________ (please fill in amount) 

  

Name:_______________________________________ 

  Address:____________________________________ 

               _____________________________________  

    _____________________________________ 
 

  Email:_____________________________________ 

Membership Benefits include …                                                          

Free Admission to Exhibit Galleries & Research Archives, 10% 

discount at Gift Shop, Subscription to the Prairie Traveler 

newsletter, Discounts on Research, Copies & Photo Reprints 

and Free Queries in the newsletter. 

Check us out on                                 

Facebook!                                                          

 

 

  

Pipestone County                               

Historical Society 

Friend 

Sue Kreikemeier– Garfield, WA                   

*Phyllis Dagel– Lake Benton, MN               

Allen Co. Public Library– Fort Wayne, IN     

*Don Floody– Pipestone                           

Lori Grogan– Pipestone                               

Don Erickson– Lake Wilson, MN                 

Bruce Linnemeyer– St. Cloud, MN           

Larry & Mary Marquardt– Coralville, IA    

*Kim Wolff– Pipestone                             

Diane Orgler– Crystal Lake, IL                  

Dick Ebert– Apopka, FL                           

Marjorie Swenson– Oak Ridge, TN           

Larry & Jan Harkema– Pipestone                 

Gene Spicer– Pipestone                               

Tony Texley– Willmar, MN                         

Lana Alderson– Holland                              

Steve & Bev Spark– Stillwater, MN           

Jim Bush– Des Moines, IA                        

Jean Moeller– Pipestone                              

Lavonne Walhof– Edgerton                       

Bill & Doreen Thies– Pipestone                  

Paul A. Kelley– Havertown, PA                  

Patt Johnson– Pipestone                              

Lori Everett– Pipestone                                

Diane Leslie– Pipestone       

Business 

Historic Calumet Inn                                     

Hocking International Laboratories           

Pipestone Dental Clinic                                   
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November– December 2019       * = new member 

New & Renewing Annual Members 

Household 

Beverly Drewes– Alta, IA                            

Mary Schroer– Pipestone                             

Sonia Griebel– Pipestone                             

Bob Ludolph– Pipestone                             

Paul & Marian Everett– Pipestone                

Virgil Bahn– Pipestone                               

Gordon Jackson– Coral Gables, FL               

Karen VanBeek– Pipestone                         

Jean Goodspeed– Pipestone                         

Deb Melby– Pipestone                               

Mary Ann Hustad– Pipestone                      

Sophie & Gerald Schoolmeester– Edgerton  

Helen Stuckenbroker– Hardwick, MN         

Larry Sloan– Balaton                                    

Mark Frahm– North Mankato, MN               

Becky Walgrave– Luverne, MN                  

Alvin & Joanne Griebel– Pipestone             

Irene Kofoed– Pipestone                                          

David & Linda Kerkove– Algona, IA          

Neala Thomsen– Spirit Lake, IA                 

Kathy Lillevold– Northfield, MN               

Pete & Betty Severeid– Pipestone                 

Paul Fellows– Metropolis, IL                     

Harlan & Kathryn Nepp– Pipestone              

Ted & Joan Stout– Pipestone                     

Roger Blom– Pipestone                               

Robert Buffington– Pipestone                      

Roger & Lee Lessin– San Manuel, AZ          

Bernard denOuden– Rowe, MA                   

Leone Meyer– Pipestone                                       

Jim & Karen McConkey– Minneapolis, MN         

Janet VanderPlaats– Hatfield                                

Ruth Kluis– Pipestone                                     

Mary Jo Permuth– Burnsville, MN                    

Lilen Kuhlman– Tyler, MN                               

Tim & Susie Otto– Pipestone                             

Barb Benz– Pipestone                                      

Larry & Barb Rieck– Pipestone                         

Marjorie Gunn– Sioux Falls, SD                        

Marlys Crawford– Pipestone                             

Bill & Bunny Johnson– Pipestone                     

Duane & Sharon Barnes– Salem, OR                

*Alishia Sowden– Sioux Falls, SD       

Century 

Daryl & Marlene Wussow– Sioux Falls, SD     

Paul & Carol Johnson– Pipestone                       

Roger Petterson– Prescott Valley, AZ             

Gerald Totman– Pipestone                                

Terry Carson– Pipestone                                       

William & Celia McKown– Whittier, CA          

Chuck & Laurie Ness– Pipestone                        

Judy Oldemeyer– Holland                                  

Sarah Fjellanger– Savage, MN                          

Carol Haubrich– Pipestone                                

Jeanette & Bob Larson– Pipestone                      

Mark Drengson– Sartell, MN                            

Jim Hicks– Hopkins, MN                                   

Nancy Thompson– Brookings, SD                     

*Karen & Dennis Hendren– Farmington, MN    

Maynard Winsel– Pipestone                              

Deborah Galleher– Valle Crucis, NC 

Benefactor 

Doug Onan– Apple Valley, MN                     

Supporting 

Genevieve Lustfield– Pipestone                                           

Dr. Robert Benjamin– Minneapolis, MN             

Dave & Norma Johnson– Atlantic Beach, FL      

Dennis & Renee Burke– InverGrove Heights, MN   

Jim & Cheri Jacobson– Pipestone                                

Wesley & Joan Roscoe– Madison, WI                     

Alfred Page– Billings, MT                                        

Ron & Melody Gelderman– Colman, SD                    

Joe & Gloria Hines– Park Rapids, MN                    

Greg & Connie Carrow– Pipestone                             

Ray & Mavis Pierson– Woodstock                              

Marianne Drengson– Hillman, MN                            

Paula Jacobsen– Venice, FL                                         

Faith Sullivan– Minneapolis, MN                              

Gary Gillin– Pipestone                                                 

Barbara Strommer– Lakeville, MN                             

Marley Taubert– Pipestone                                         

Kathryn Drengson– Thousand Oaks, CA                      

By Noah Burris 
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A Peek into the Museum’s Collection 

 

After recently posting a photograph of an old three-year issue 1915 

metal license plate on the Museum’s Facebook page, I decided to 

look into what other automobile related items are in the Museum’s 

collection. Our archives contain many photographs of various cars 

that give a cool look at the different types of cars and how the 

styles changed throughout the years. Although our automotive col-

lection is mostly made up of photos of cars, there are a few inter-

esting automobile related objects. These include a wrench for 

Model T hubcaps, a glass and brass engine oiler, a brass carbide 

generator, an old car horn, and a wooden gasoline gauge advertis-

ing the White Eagle Station which was located at the corner of 

East Main Street & 8th Avenue SE in Pipestone. 

The most unique object though, is a hood ornament with an enter-

taining story behind it. The cast aluminum hood or fender orna-
ment is shaped like a fly. Yes, that’s right, it is a large insect orna-
ment. A.E. “Sox” Rolf owned Rolf Motor Company and a farm 
implement company that sold Allis Chalmers tractors in Pipe-

stone. He later took over J.M. Heck’s Studebaker dealership in 
1947 and operated that and Rolf Im-

plement at 619 East Main Street into the early 1960s. Another item Rolf sold be-

sides cars and tractors is the hood ornament. He is said to have brought back the 
fly hood ornament from a vacation in Mexico. After showing off the piece, it 
proved to be very popular and Rolf sold out of the flies. He returned to Mexico 

the next year and bought the molds for the flies with plans to continue selling 
these strange ornaments as they appeared to be in demand. Unfortunately for 
Rolf, after returning home the popularity of the fly had died out and people no 

longer wanted to purchase them anymore. We aren’t sure what Rolf did with his 
inventory or if he was ever able to sell anymore, but Rolf’s short venture into the 
fly hood ornament business is quite the story. 

Glenn “Ike”            

Eichorn, well known 

locally for his                

historic car, driven 

in many parades, 

featured it one year 

on his Christmas 

card. 
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The late 1800s and early 1900s saw the heyday of the Sioux quartzite quarrying industry in Pipestone County. 
Both the quartzite stone and the quarries themselves played an important role in the histories of the towns of 

Jasper and Pipestone. The history surrounding the industry can be somewhat of a complicated one between 
multiple names for the quarries and multiple names used for the stone itself.  Several quarries operated in 
Pipestone County over those early years, some were large, some small and most saw ownership changes as 

they were bought, sold or leased among various individuals and groups.  

Promoters of the Sioux quartzite billed it as the hardest known building stone in the United States. Senator 

Richard Pettigrew of South Dakota even had the University of Wisconsin and the Chicago Iron Works test the 

stone to prove its worth. The tests showed it is harder than granite, limestone or sandstone. It is more indiffer-

ent to heat and acid than granite or limestone and can be as finely polished as chalcedony. Its colors range 

from pink, red, purple and even black in some areas.  The varying shades are caused by iron oxidation staining 

the stone.  Sioux Quartzite was easily quarried and cheaply utilized, used both in buildings and paving, and 

could be given a high and enduring polish if desired. It was shipped out across the country as far east as New 

York City and several buildings in Sioux Falls, Sioux City and Chicago were erected using stone from quar-

ries in Pipestone County.  

Sioux Quartzite is a geological term dating back to 1870 and identifies the bedrock stone in the region of 

southwestern Minnesota, southeastern South Dakota, northwestern Iowa and northeastern Nebraska.  It has 

often been incorrectly referred to by other names such as “Jasper” or “Sioux Falls Granite.”  The name Jasper 

had previously been used as a generic term for any red, yellow or brown quartz or quartz rich sandstone. Ac-

cording to Thomas Dilley, Geology professor at Southwest Minnesota State University, Jasper should techni-

cally “only be used to describe extremely fine-grained reddish/brown quartz precipitated from groundwater 

or hydrothermal fluids or some sort of chert deposit. True jasper has a waxy but hard luster and should look 

like reddish/brown butter.” So, the stone found in Jasper is Sioux Quartzite and is generally the same as other 

Sioux Quartzite.  

New Exhibit:  Building Boom!                                                                            
Landscape of  the Sioux Quartzite Industry 

Pra ir ie Traveler,  Winter 2019–2020  

Southeast corner of Main Street and Hiawatha Avenue.  

The Pipestone County Historical Society owns all                

buildings pictured. [2020] 

In 2017 PCHS Good Search supporters raised 

$40.46. Go to your on-line retailer through       

the Good Shop site and they will donate a                    

percentage of your total to PCHS–                                   

no strings attached! 

Use this search engine for Pipestone County 

Historical  Society.  With just a few participants                                        

we have raised over $381 to date!                                                                   

We need your involvement! 

For the Pipestone County Historical Society at 

www.goodsearch.com 
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The Jasper State Bank was chartered in 
1908, by the State of Minnesota, as the 

Ihlen State Bank, located in Ihlen.  Af-
ter the “Bank Holiday” in 1933, the 
Ihlen State Bank was granted permis-

sion to move to Jasper.  The name was 
then changed to Jasper State Bank and 
it began its operation in the stone Frie-

drich’s Building on the north side of 
Main Street.   

In 1941 the Jasper State Bank moved 
from the Friedrich’s Building on the 

north side of Main Street to the bank 
corner on the south side of Main Street.  In 1961 they purchased the barber shop building east of the bank.  
The barber shop was torn down and a new one-story building was added to the old bank building.  In 2000, the 
Jasper State Bank bought the two-story meat-market.  The second story of the meat-market was removed and 

there was a complete renovation of the bank. 

In 2005, Jasper State Bank was sold to a Rock Valley banking firm.  The name was changed to the Peoples 
Bank and Bob Quissell was named the president. 

Former presidents of the Jasper State Bank have included:  R.G. Larson, C.C. Elkjer, Joseph Everson, Ted 
Arp, R.L. Palmer, C.H. Sanderson, George W. Smith and David Smith. 

Excerpt from “Wall Street and Beyond; A Look at Jasper Businesses Through the Years” Jasper Area Historical Society  

 

 

 

Children’s Make & Take 

Beeswax Candle Workshop 

Children ages 4-10 are invited to join us at the 
Pipestone County Museum on Saturday,                          
February 15, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.   

This event is being held in  our 2nd floor programming area.  
It is not handicap accessible. 

Learn about the honeybee and                                        
make a beeswax candle to take home.   

This workshop is FREE of charge.   
 

Pre-registration is required to 
ensure we have enough supplies 

for all participants. 
Call the Museum at 825-2563    
to reserve your child(ren)’s 

space today. 

People’s Bank Building in Jasper 

2020 Photo 



Remember… 
 

 Save Your 

Ink Cartridges 
 

 

PCHS is able to redeem them                                                   

for office supplies ! 

The Pipestone County Historical Society 

now has a presence on the Give MN 

website for easy on-line donations.   

Go to givemn.org and search for 

Pipestone.  PCHS is the first to 

come up-  look for the                     

Museum Logo! 
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Ieva Šmitaitė                              

at the Museum 
For Your Consideration 

Lithuanian foreign exchange stu-
dent, Ieva Šmitaitė, shared her 
country and culture with guests at 
the Pipestone County Museum on 
February 1.  Ieva speaks fluent Eng-
lish because it is taught in the Lithu-
anian schools beginning in 2nd 
grade.  Ieva talked about the history 
of her country including occupation 
by Russia and Germany before de-
claring independence in 1991, as 
well as the political and educational 
systems of her homeland.  We also 
learned about some of her favorite 
Lithuanian foods (Cold Pink Soup 
and Lithuanian Lazy Cake) as well 
as her family back home.  The 
presentation included a power point 
and was very educational to those in 
attendance. 

With a new direction in Museum Programming, we would like to make 

our in-house speaker presentations more enjoyable for the public.  

There are three things we have identified which would improve audi-

ence satisfaction: 

• Portable Microphone System:  $100.  Although our presentation 

space is small, a microphone would go a long way in making the 

programs accessible to everyone. 

• Camera Battery:  $35.  We would like to be able to record some of 

our programming to make available on our website for those of our 

members and the public who cannot physically attend a program at 

the Museum.  A longer-life camera battery is necessary for this. 

• Camera Tripod:  $25. Also for recording programming to make 

available in other outlets, a camera tripod is necessary. 

We are also looking at ways to re-organize our main floor in order to 

accommodate the increasing numbers attending our programming, 

such as designing a dedicated area with seating and permanent screen.  

Look for more to come as this develops. 

Community Collections 

The Pipestone County Museum’s Community Collection Case rotates 

four times per year, sharing the collections (or partial collections) of 

community members.  This quarter, the Museum’s Toy Collection has 

been held over through March.  Keith Pritchett’s Toy Tractor                  

Collection will come on display in April. 

If you have a collection you would be willing to share in our Commu-

nity Collection Case, give us a call at 507-825-2563 or email at                 

pipctymu@iw.net for consideration. 
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November– December 2019 Donations ……………………………….. 

 

In Memory of Clarence “Bud” Hardies                          

by Maynard Winsel 

In Memory of Clarence “Bud” Hardies                                      

by Lois Hansen 

In Memory of Penny Cammack                                                

by Joni Petersen 

In Memory of Penny Cammack                                            

by Genevieve Lustfield  

In Memory of Penny Cammack                                                

by Luann Johnson 

In Memory of Steve Hicks                                                   

by Walter Benjamin 

In Memory of Clarence “Bud” Hardies                          

by Mark Schwanebeck 

PCHS relies on the generosity of our members not 

only to meet the general budget but especially to 

accomplish special projects.  Thank you. 

Memorials are a special way of remembering a 

friend or loved one with your gift to PCHS.  

This gift is given in their memory and a letter 

is sent to the family of the deceased noting 

your gift- but never its size.  Memorials of 

$100 or more will be registered on plaques in 

the Museum’s lobby.  Let us know the person 

to be memorialized, the amount of the memori-

al and who to send the memorial  letter to 

along with their mailing address. 

Memorials 
November– December 2019 

Endowment:  Theresa Mahoney 

Building Fund:  Chuck Draper, LaVerle Stevens, 

Mary Lohmann McElroy, Alfred Page 

Ferris Grand/Masonic Building:  Steve & Kim 

Schulze, Verne Long 

In Memory of Penny Cammack                                       

by Friends of Penny Cammack 

In Memory of Betty McCabe                                            

by Gordon Jackson 

In Memory of Penny Cammack                                           

by Wendy Mead 

In Memory of Arlene Birkland                               

by Barbara Tyrrell 

In Memory of Bruce K. “Smitty” Smith                

by Barbara Tyrrell 

In Memory of Lorraine Halbersma                                   

by Duane Halbersma, Connie Robards,                           

Douglas Halbersma, David Halbersma 

General Fund:  First Bank & Trust in Pipe-

stone, Sue Kreikemeier, Doug Theel, Nyla 

Kraft, Theresa Mahoney, Scheels, Rosemarie 

Loose, Harold Totman, Irmtraut Engmann, 

Janice Stratton, Mary McKeon Crockenberg, 

Christine Burch, Valeria Christensen, Jan Hin-

termeister, Larry & Jan Harkema, Joan Steitz, 

Eileen Johnson, Kathleen Cameron, Nancy 

Hoskins, Delores Runge, Debra Pennington, 

Bill & Judy Morgan, Dorothy Pence 

https://www.facebook.com/ieva.smitaite.1?__tn__=C-R&eid=ARC7X3P30GtgUWxopnoSzVj--7xPo57J4Kws-ispMots8GwTZ5Wxc2oVSX8RuuDTKrYgXipHcWAwGBM4&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDZojUMrvVvTiepl4fyGBj-bSejQRIwCtTNSEqggDeOGG82PIe1ZVNprBK0U2lImEX9ce1o5fEYLPgZRwIxQLL1_27wlmhJ
https://www.facebook.com/ieva.smitaite.1?__tn__=C-R&eid=ARC7X3P30GtgUWxopnoSzVj--7xPo57J4Kws-ispMots8GwTZ5Wxc2oVSX8RuuDTKrYgXipHcWAwGBM4&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDZojUMrvVvTiepl4fyGBj-bSejQRIwCtTNSEqggDeOGG82PIe1ZVNprBK0U2lImEX9ce1o5fEYLPgZRwIxQLL1_27wlmhJ
https://www.facebook.com/ieva.smitaite.1?__tn__=C-R&eid=ARC7X3P30GtgUWxopnoSzVj--7xPo57J4Kws-ispMots8GwTZ5Wxc2oVSX8RuuDTKrYgXipHcWAwGBM4&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDZojUMrvVvTiepl4fyGBj-bSejQRIwCtTNSEqggDeOGG82PIe1ZVNprBK0U2lImEX9ce1o5fEYLPgZRwIxQLL1_27wlmhJ
https://www.facebook.com/ieva.smitaite.1?__tn__=C-R&eid=ARC7X3P30GtgUWxopnoSzVj--7xPo57J4Kws-ispMots8GwTZ5Wxc2oVSX8RuuDTKrYgXipHcWAwGBM4&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDZojUMrvVvTiepl4fyGBj-bSejQRIwCtTNSEqggDeOGG82PIe1ZVNprBK0U2lImEX9ce1o5fEYLPgZRwIxQLL1_27wlmhJ
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By Trava Olivier 

 

Spring Fling Fundraiser 

Craft & Vendor Show 

at the Pipestone Armory 

Saturday, March 21:  9am-3pm 

Come support one of our largest Fundraisers! 
PCHS is looking for high school annuals                       

from Ruthton, Jasper and                                          

Edgerton High Schools  

Patrons have requested the following Pipestone 

County history books for sale in the Gift Shop:  

1898 or 1914 Atlases; Edgerton Centennial book.   

Also looking for a Historic Museum Ornament, 

Courthouse Ornament and Watertower Ornament. 

Hi, its Trava Olivier, and I’ve been an aid at the Pipestone County Museum since August 2014.  In October 

2019 I began a new role at the Museum as Programming Aid.  My responsibilities include bringing speaker 

opportunities into the Museum for the public to come and enjoy as well as presenting historical topics out in 

the community.  I currently give a presentation each month at Falls Landing, Good Sam and Ridgeview Es-

tates.  I am looking to expand into various other settings that may have a wider overall community impact and 

have a few spaces/thoughts in mind.  I hope to be able to announce these locations by our next newsletter! 

I also coordinate our educational outreach to schools in our region.  I am developing flyers to send out to the 

schools, preschools and youth-based organizations informing them of the field trip opportunities we can pro-

vide as well as other resources we have available for check out!  In some instances, I am even able to go to 

them and take the resources and lead the activi-

ties. 

It is my goal to have at least one event at the 

Museum each month as well as activities hap-

pening outside the Museum doors as often as 

possible.  We currently host Brown Bag lunch-

es on the 3rd Thursday of the month, April 

through October.  Those will continue.  We are 

going to be trying Saturday morning activities 

as well.  Some of them will be Make & Take 

activities for youth, some for adults and some 

of them will be presentations.  I am also look-

ing to do guided tours in our county community this summer…be watching for dates and times of guided 

Downtown Tours, Behind the Scenes at the Museum Tours and Cemetery Tours.   

Other responsibilities I have in this role include posting “Today’s Tidbit” from old newspapers on our Face-

book page.  If you haven’t liked and followed us there, I highly suggest you do!  These tidbits provide an inter-

esting look into the past as told through the pages of the newspapers! 

I will also be researching and writing the stories of our early citizens that will be featured as part of our Tales 

from the Grave event during Paranormal Weekend in October as well as the next in our series of small com-

munities that dot (or once dotted) the landscaped of Pipestone County.  This year’s booklet will be on the com-

munity of Holland and will be out in time for the Holiday shopping season later this year! 

Wow, that’s both exciting and exhausting!  I look forward to being able to share all the information the Pipe-
stone County Museum has to offer with our membership and the public! 

Planning New Programming By Bill Morgan 

After the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor the government set up programs that gave citizens a role in what was 
called “the war effort.” Many programs were tailored for children as well as adults. 

The Great Depression had depleted vital products like metal, tin, and rubber--materials that were desperately 
needed to build ships, planes, and tanks. During the 1940s, many Pipestone County citizens collected castoff 
products that were often lugged down Main Street during scrapdrive parades. For generations, our Civil War 
cannon had guarded the courthouse square. I watched while that treasure was hauled down Main Street and 
sold for $21.00.  

As the war progressed, citizens volunteered to serve as air raid wardens and plane-
spotters, a job that involved both identifying enemy planes and canvassing neighbor-
hoods to report people who had forgotten to shut their curtains during blackouts. As 
citizens, we Americans relished these duties. 

As an air raid warden, my mother was given the rank of lieutenant and her sister, 
Anne, a sergeant. Proudly, I walked beside Mother who let me wear her warden’s 
white hat and carry a flashlight and a whistle. Wardens were given a large cardboard 
dial upon which silhouettes of enemy aircraft were shown. Had a Stuka, Zero, or a 
Messerschmidt flown over Pipestone, Mother was supposed to contact the airbase in 
Sioux Falls. For some reason it didn’t seem ludicrous to think that the Germans or 
the Japanese might actually bomb Pipestone or Sioux Falls.  

In fact, Pipestone did experience one airborne attack, although the aircraft was Amer-
ican, not foreign. On August 10, 1944, I was standing in front of the Orpheum Thea-

ter when my plane-
spotter’s eye observed a 
twin-tailed P-38 diving 
with a window-rattling roar,  seemingly about to 
strafe Main Street. 

Fearing the arrival of the inevitable air attack for 
which the wardens and spotters had prepared us, 
people began pouring out of houses and businesses 
all over town. A few days later, the Pipestone Coun-
ty Star reported that “residents of Pipestone watched 
with interest [!] an army plane as it circled low over 
the city several times. Later it was learned that 

Flight Officer Roger Dibble, stationed at Coffeyville, 
Kansas, was the pilot.” 

Roger graduated from Pipestone High School in 
1940. Son of the local Chevrolet dealer, he survived 
the war, but not peacetime. On November 4, 1945, 
Roger’s plane crashed in Germany. Second Lieuten-
ant Dibble is buried at St. Avold, France, in Lorraine 
American Cemetery. 

 

This story appears in a different form in William 
Towner Morgan, Salt Lantern: Traces of an Ameri-
can Family, University of Iowa Press, 1997. Morgan 
was born in Pipestone and graduated from high 
school there in 1951. As a boy, he spent a lot of time 
downtown. 

• Amazon donates 

0.5% of  the price of  

your eligible Ama-

zonSmile purchases to the charitable organi-

zation of  your choice. 

 

• Support the Pipestone County Historical So-

ciety by starting your shopping at 

smile.amazon.com 
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Pipestone County Historical Society is now on... 

Plane-Spotters 

Roger Dibble , 1940 Pipe-

stone High School senior. 

(PHS Annual) 
P-38 Lightning 


