PCHS Awarded Legacy Grant for Ferris Grand Block
In December 2019, PCHS was awarded a “Legacy Grant” through the Minnesota Historical Society,
to have construction drawings prepared for several projects on the Ferris Grand Block. We are very
thankful for this grant program which dates back to 2008 when Minnesota voters passed the Clean
Water, Land and Legacy Amendment. From that beginning the Minnesota Historical Society was
able to implement the Statewide Historical and Cultural Grants program to support “projects of enduring value for the cause of history and historic preservation.” Pipestone County’s Sioux quartzite
buildings certainly fall under this category.
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The Pipestone County Historical Society now owns
and maintains five historic buildings in Pipestone:
Old City Hall, 113 South Hiawatha Avenue; Moore
Block, 102 East Main Street; Ferris Grand Block,
106 East Main Street; “L” Building, 104 East Main
Street; and District #3 Country School located at L.H. Moore City Park on North Hiawatha Avenue.
As the Historical Society looks to the future, a continuous need will be to maintain these five historic
buildings. The Society has accomplished much in recent years, but building maintenance is an ongoing project. With that in mind, the society is asking that members remember these historic properties by considering a special donation to the building fund, so buildings can be properly maintained
and funds are on hand when special needs arise. Your support of the maintenance of these important
historic buildings is meaningful and invaluable to our mission of historic preservation.
The Society has formed a Building Committee
which has prepared a five-year plan for basic
improvements so that buildings can be maintained before more costly projects are necessary.
There are also a number of projects on the table
which will rehabilitate and restore the buildings’
grandeur.
Pipestone County’s Sioux quartzite buildings
are important. Pipestone’s Historic Downtown
District, recognized by the National Register of
Historic Places, is the largest concentration of
such buildings in the state. Jasper’s main street
is also a showplace of Sioux quartzite construction. There are currently 23 remaining buildings
in Pipestone and 14 in Jasper, as well as the
Split Rock Bridge and Dam.
In 2020, Pipestone County Historical Society will be looking to strengthen relationships with Historic
Pipestone Inc. and Reclaim Community, as well as the City of Pipestone’s Historic Preservation
Commission, to shine a light on these buildings and remind us all how unique they really are.
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Our community’s Sioux Quartzite buildings are a treasure. The downtown
district has been protected by a National Register Designation since 1978.
Today, 23 Sioux quartzite buildings remain in Pipestone and 14 remain in
Jasper.
History and preservation have been important to the
citizens of Pipestone County for a long time. Today
there are four separate preservation groups active within the county. Pipestone County Historical Society,
Historic Preservation Commission, Historic Pipestone
Incorporated and Reclaim Community.
The Pipestone County Museum offers this newest exhibit with the intention of shining a light on these buildings, many of which are in danger of being lost. Look for a scavenger hunt
and walking tours coming this year to enhance this important local topic.

The Pipestone County Museum is located at 113 South
Hiawatha Avenue, Pipestone, Minnesota.
Open Monday through Saturday, 10am-5pm.
Admission is $3.00
Members & twelve and under are free.

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK &
WWW.PIPESTONECOUNTYMUSEUM.COM

2 0 1 9

A t t e n d a n c e

B r e a k d o w n

2019 attendance was down again from 2018,
with just under 5,000 patrons served. There
are a few explanations for this low number.
We know we lost programming numbers by
not attending the History Fair at Watertown
and also with the cancellation of the Ghost
Walks. But more tellingly, other Museums
in the region also experienced a decline in
use over 2019.

P r o g r a m m i n g
Attendance Breakout 2019– 2015
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In the graph at right, our attendance breakDoor
In-House
Out-Reach
Research
down compares the four areas we have been
Attendance graph comparing overall numbers in four different
tracking over five years. We can explain the categories, 2019– 2015.
decline in out-reach programming as detailed
above, but you can plainly see the decline in “through the door” patrons. Research requests have
been holding fairly steady.

“Incredible,
professional,
valuable
resource. One of
the best [local]
history centers
I’ve visited.”
-2019 Guest

We take our attendance manually and may have also become complacent in doing so. In 2020 we have redesigned our attendance sheet to gather more data for
us, and have been reminding all staff to be diligent in the recording of our attendance. Over the next year we will have a better idea of why people visit the
Museum, whether to visit the exhibits, purchase PPAC tickets, attend programming or other reasons.
We use our attendance numbers as a gauge to tell Us and Others how we are
doing. We use our attendance numbers to justify our funding from All Sources;
Donations, Local Government Support, and Grants to name a few. We don’t
feel the 2019 numbers accurately reflect the work we do in the community.

M e m b e r s h i p

Your membership is important and it makes a difference. Thank You.
In 2019 there were 343 members, representing all categories. We launched
the 2020 membership drive in December and to date have 326 members, with
84 yet to renew which indicates growth in our membership!
We implemented a Membership Survey during this renewal process and will
issue those results in the Prairie Traveler newsletter when they are tabulated.
So far we are getting some good guidance from the membership which will
assist in future planning. If you haven’t received your survey, please let us know!
Sue Post joined the staff late last fall and has taken over the Membership management. Look for her to
be your membership contact. We have also implemented a “Membership Committee” to help with service and growth. If you are interested in participating on the Membership Committee, contact us!

We offered 105 separate programs in 2019. This included monthly outreach visits to Ridgeview and Good Sam, Brown Bag Lunch speakers,
structured school field trip tours, as well as programming at our Schoolhouse, walking tours, and group speaking engagements– reaching almost
2,000 people. One highlight of 2019 was the development of a number of
walking tours that will again be offered in the summer of 2020.
Look for programming to take off in 2020 with Museum Aide Trava Olivier
moving into the position. Trava has been with PCHS for five years, just recently taking on programming. She has many activities planned, from
walks to talks, make & takes and speakers. She will be trying new topics,
new delivery methods, as well as trying different times of the day and days
of the week to find out when and how we can best serve our members and
the public.

E x h i b i t s

“Very well kept
and
informative.
Exhibits are all
nicely kept.”
-2019 Guest

In 2019 we moved into Gallery V (Masonic Dining Room space) with a display
featuring Music, opening in May. We have heard great feedback on the new
space and will continue to develop it in 2020.
Exhibits is back on track to produce one new exhibit per year– and more in
some cases! Noah Burris does a fantastic job thinking outside the box and inside a budget to bring you interesting exhibits. Look for new ways we will be
offering exhibits in 2020, from pop-ups around the County to online experiences– all in the interest of reaching our members and the public.
C o l l e c t i o n s

The Collections Committee reviewed items from 83 separate
donors and accepted 194 objects into the collection. One of
the most memorable items to join the collection was a pipestone carved lamp. The information that came in with the object explained that it was traded to Marsh’s Clothing store
during the depression for a pair of work boots. The lamp then
stayed in the office for years after the trade. The carver has
not been identified. It is a unique piece.
The Collection of the Pipestone County Historical Society
continues to grow. Possibly 50% of it has been digitally cataloged on our museum software– there is still a lot of catching
up to do. If you are interested in volunteering with the collection in a data entry capacity, please contact us!

