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Rural Schools of Pipestone County…………………………… 

This publication gives a brief history of all country schools in     

Pipestone County, along with photographs and personal memories of 

both students and teachers.  Soft cover, spiral bound, 210 pages.  

Published by the Pipestone County Historical Society in 2013.  
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Museum’s Response to 

COVID-19 Shutdown 

Newsletter editor:  Susan Hoskins 

Following Governor Walz’s orders, the Museum 

was closed to the public on March 11.  Staff con-

tinued working at the Museum until March 28 

when we came under the ‘shelter in place’ order.  

The Museum is shuttered, but the Museum Ser-

vice is not!  Most of our staff has been able to 

continue to work remotely from home.  During 

this time we have doubled (or tripled!) our efforts 

to serve you through digital means such as our 

website. 

We ask you to visit us through our website where 

we have posted interesting articles, photographic 

slide shows, activities for youth and adults, guid-

ance on genealogy research and more. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us via email or through 

out website or facebook pages.  We are not in the 

office but we are still working for you! 

We Rely on our Volunteers! 
Our heartfelt Thank You to all of our volunteers.  PCHS relies on            

volunteers to accomplish all kinds of projects including– but not limited to– 

Newsletter Mailing; Rummage Sale Fundraisers; many Data Entry projects; 

Walking Tour and Field 

Trip Tour Guides; Exhib-

it Assistance in areas of 

Building, Installation and 

just plain getting stuff 

moved!  Left:  Our faith-

ful and fun Newsletter 

Crew meets four times a 

year to fold and address 

the Prairie Traveler. 

 

Pipestone County Museum 

CLOSED 
 

In compliance with the Governor of  

Minnesota’s executive order,                        

the Museum was Closed to the Public 

on March 17 and will remain so until      

further notice.                                                    

All in-house and out-reach programming 

has been cancelled, as well as our 

planned fundraisers. 
 

You may contact us at via email                                                     

pipctymu@iw.net 

You may also reach us                                   

through our website at 

www.pipestonecountymuseum.com                                           

and on Facebook. 
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By Tony Texley Lost Art of  Pop Bottle Hunting 
Pop bottle! Beer bottle!  These were familiar phrases to me growing up in the small Southwestern Minnesota 
community of Pipestone in the mid 1960s. Much like the sound of “Garage Sale!” today, these lost adventures 
hold a special spot in my memories. 

No, these weren’t the sounds of the local beer hall or a food vendor selling his wares at the ballgames, these 
were the excited sounds of my older brothers when eyeing another bottle in the ditch as my dad brought the 
old dusty car to a screeching halt so one of us could run out in the ditch and retrieve our prize that someone 
else had so carelessly thrown away. Ah yes, the spoils of war belonged to the victors, as the long neck beer 
bottle took its place on the floor of the car along with the other half dozen or so we had already found. Our 
family was on another early Sunday morning road trip to visit relatives in the Dakotas. I could hardly wait to 
return home that evening and exchange our finds for money at the local grocery store. 

I had always assumed growing up that pop bottle and beer bottle hunting was an American pastime as popular 
as apple pie and football on Sundays. I also had mistakenly thought my folks just started doing this as a pas-
time with us kids.  As it turns out, I was wrong on both counts. I discovered after talking to numerous people 
that they had no idea what I was talking about.  Also after talking to my parents about bottle hunting, my dad 
was doing this when he was quite young.   

While living in the Trosky and Pipestone Minnesota are-
as we started hunting bottles as kids with mom and dad 
while on our way to visit relatives in the White, Toronto 
and Brookings area.  The drive to White or Toronto 
would normally take about an hour traveling at the rate 
of 55-60mph. Our familiar route was Hwy 75 north out 
of Pipestone to Lake Benton then east on Hwy 14 to-
ward Brookings to the Bushnell corner then north to 
White or Toronto. We would leave plenty early for Sun-
day dinner so we had time to look for bottles along the 
way. Dad always drove and stayed close to the ditch so 
we would have the best chance to spot a bottle. Top 
driving speed when looking was around 20 mph and we 
would keep our noses plastered to the window looking 
for bottles.  When one was spotted the cry went out-
POP BOTTLE! or BEER BOTTLE! The car came to a 
halt and we usually took turns running out in the ditch to 
pick up our prize. 

Once in awhile you could find a dead mouse in the bot-
tle unable to extract himself once he got in. You always 
had to pour out any liquid that might be in the bottle 
before you could bring it into the car. As we searched 

we always came across bottles that you couldn’t return for money so they were left where they were found and 
the hunt continued. 

On the return home, we would drive the opposite side of the ditch if we had time.  Many times I remember we 
had both sides of the floor in the back seat full of bottles and our legs would lie on top of them. 

Now that we had collected all these bottles it was time to cash them all in at the local Juba’s Super Valu gro-
cery store in Pipestone. The store was located at the crossroads of Hwy 75 & Hwy 30 where the Snyder Drug 
store is now located. The store was open 24 hours a day, so no matter when we got to town we could unload 
our booty for cash. 

 

Pop Bottles Continued on Page 8... 

Texley boys, 1966, White, SD.                                                              

L-R:  Tony, Tim, Terry, Tom and Todd. 

 

• Amazon               

donates 0.5% of  the price of  your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 

the charitable organization of  your 

choice. 

 

• Support the Pipestone County                   

Historical Society by starting your 

shopping at smile.amazon.com. 
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Pipestone County                                             

Historical Society 

Membership & Donation Form 

Annual Membership Categories 

__ Friend  $15-$24 

__ Household  $25-$49 

__ Supporting  $50-$99 

__ Century  $100-$249 

__ Patron  $250-499 

__ Benefactor  $500 & Up 
 

Additional Donation: ________ (please fill in amount) 

  

Name:_______________________________________ 

  Address:____________________________________ 

               _____________________________________  

    _____________________________________ 
 

  Email:_____________________________________ 

Membership Benefits include …                                                          

Free Admission to Exhibit Galleries & Research Archives, 10% 

discount at Gift Shop, Subscription to the Prairie Traveler 

newsletter, Discounts on Research, Copies & Photo Reprints 

and Free Queries in the newsletter. 

Check us out on                                 

Facebook!                                                          

 

 

  

Pipestone County                               

Historical Society 

PCHS is looking for High School Annuals                       

from Ruthton, Jasper and Edgerton  High 

Schools.                   

Patrons have requested the following Pipe-

stone County history books for sale in the 

Gift Shop:  1898 or 1914 Atlases; Edgerton 

Centennial book.   Also looking for a      

Historic Museum Ornament, Courthouse    

Ornament and Watertower Ornament. 

Pipestone County Historical Society                                      

                                                 is now on... 

If you would be interested in being a     

presenter for our Brown Bag Speakers 

Series, email us at pipctymu@iw.net.  Lo-

cal topics of historical interest. 
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January—March 2020      * = new member 

New & Renewing Annual Members 

Friend 

Richard Colby– Washington, IA                  

Randy Larson– Jasper                                

*Gloria Teske– Betlingham, WA             

Leslie Volkir– Omaha, NE                         

*Terry Peterson– Jasper                              

Mark Williams– Troy, MI                          

* Robert Vatne– Carmel, IN                    

*Cathy Moffitt– Pipestone                       

Pat Stiller– Roanoke, VA                              

Kay MacFeeters– Pipestone                              

Household 

*Cordall Krall– Cohasset, MN                         

Judy Polaschek– Hatfield                                 

*Wayne & Norma Koos– Boone, IA                 

Rich & Vicki Gergen– Pipestone                    

*Susan Haack– Verdi, MN                                

Madge Hanson– Minneapolis, MN                   

Karen Hellie– Pipestone                                     

Century 

Myron & Nancy Koets– Pipestone                   

*Doug & Lauri Fortune– Pipestone                   

Darrin Tinklenberg– Pipestone                               

Benjamin Denton– Pipestone                        

Loren Weatherly– Sacramento, CA                     

Richard Wilson– Phoenix, AZ                          

Brad & Cathie Burris– Pipestone                          

*Suzanne & Larry Fuller– Sioux Falls, SD          

Gerald Peterson– Grand Blanc, MI      

Benefactor 

Chuck & Dorie Sendelbach– Pipestone     

For Your Consideration 

Supporting 

JoLynn Nangle– Pipestone                                          

Joe & Mary Schwebach– Flandreau, SD                    

Jay Tonsfeldt– Mendota Heights, MN                        

Carla Barkley– Wilmington, DE                                

Jeff & Debra Brockberg– Pipestone                             

Debra Fitzgerald– Egan, SD                                      

Elvin & Lorna Beyers– Holland                               

Julie Drengson– Newport, OR                                  

Annetta Legler– Woodstock                                        

Nathan Lamb– Pipestone                                             

Anna Duncan– Flandreau, SD                                       

Tom & Paula Darveaux– Pipestone                             

*Jim Shane– Meridian, ID                                              

Chris & Karla Schiller– Roseville, MN                              

*Curtis Jensen– Carroll, IA                                      

The Museum Archives holds over 30 oral histories on cas-

sette tapes.  Recently we had a family interested in receiv-

ing the audio recording of their loved one in addition to 

the transcription.  In areas of both Preservation and Ac-

cessibility, digitizing the entire audio interview collection 

would be beneficial.   

• Just $15 will digitize one cassette tape.  Two dona-

tions of $250 will digitize the entire collection. 

With a new direction in Museum Programming, we would 

like to make our in-house speaker presentations more en-

joyable for the public.  There are three things we have 

identified which would improve audience satisfaction: 

• Portable Microphone:  Although our presentation 

space is small, a microphone would go a long way in 

making the programs accessible to everyone.  We are 

still pursuing guidance as to what type would best suit 

our needs. 

• Camera Tripod:  Much thanks to Jim Jacobson for the 

donation of a camera tripod with attachments! 

• 60” Smart TV:  Much thanks to Kathy & Kevin Fritz 

for their donation of a 60” Smart TV for our in-house 

programming.  They noticed we were making some 

changes to our programming space through our Face-

book Post! 

Patron 

Jay & Vi DeGroot– Edgerton                     

Clark Hatch– Honolulu, HI 

Household Continued... 

Mary Kofoed– Cold Spring, MN                       

Tom & Avis Tourville– Spirit Lake, IA            

Merlin Westfield– Pipestone                            

Todd Hanson– Arlington, VA                          

Carol Jensen Scanny– Palm Desert, CA             

Eileen Runia– Pipestone                                                           

By Noah Burris 
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A Peek into the Museum’s Collection 

 

Here is a quick look at one of the new items. A pair of roller skates donated 

by Lana Alderson has recently been added to the Museum’s collection.  

They were used in Pipestone in the 1950s by Wesley Alderson. Pipestone 

has had a few different roller skating rinks throughout the years dating back 

to the early 1900s. The most well-known one though, would have to be the 

Hiawatha Roller Rink.  

The Hiawatha Roller Rink was built by Eldon & Lucille Miller at 1400 7th 

Street SE in Pipestone.  The building was constructed of hollow tile with a 

Rilco arch roof. The skating area was a 60’x128’ maple floor. The building 

also included restrooms, a skate checkout counter and a refreshment counter 

that served pop, ice cream, and candy. The grand opening was on Septem-

ber 17, 1955. The opening celebration included free Pepsi, coffee, and donuts. There were also prizes given 

out including prizes for the oldest and youngest skaters on the floor. The original schedule had skating on 

Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday nights from 7:30 pm until 10:30 pm. There was a Sunday matinee skate from 

2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Adult night 

was Tuesdays from 8:00 pm to 

11:00 pm. Mondays, Wednes-

days, and Fridays were reserved 

for party nights. The rink also 

provided sales and repairs of 

skates and skating   accessories. 

They worked on three different 

brands of skates, Heiser: Sure 

Grip, and Chicago.  

It was sold to Floyd and Adeline 

Pittman in 1971. They had built and operated a rink in Balaton, MN previously and wanted to get back into 
the roller rink business. The Pittmans changed public skating to Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights from 
7:30 pm to 10:30 pm with afternoon matinees Saturday and Sunday from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. The admission 

price was 50 cents with a 25 cent skate rental. They operated it at least through 1984. The building then      
became the Blitz Ballroom opened by Chuck Brennan in 1990. The concert venue closed roughly a year later. 
The building is now occupied by Gorter Clay & Dairy Equipment.  The closing of the Hiawatha Roller Rink 

marked the end of skating rinks in Pipestone, but many people still hold fond memories of skating there. 

Community Collections 

The Pipestone County Museum’s Community Collection Case 

rotates four times per year, sharing the collections (or partial   

collections) of community members.  Keith & Pearl Pritchett’s 

Toy Tractor Collection, which was scheduled April– June,      

will now be on display July– September. 

If you have a collection you would be willing to share in our 

Community Collection Case, give us a call at 507-825-2563 or 

email at pipctymu@iw.net for consideration. 
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The past quarter has been busy with plenty of outreach programming opportunities. The Museum hosted a 

successful Children’s Beeswax Candle Make & Take on February 15th with 17 children and their adult helpers 

present.  On February 16, a presentation on the History of the Presbyterian Church in Pipestone was shared 

with the congregation of the church.  Plans are to share this information further in a monthly program at the 

various care facilities in the future.  The Catholic Daughters invited us to share our organization’s history with 

them on February 20th; a topic near and dear to my heart that I hope to share again soon as well.   
 

Our Society, in conjunction with Meinder’s Library, was fortunate to host 

author Cindy Wilson on March 9th as she gave a presentation on her newly 

released book “The Beautiful Snow.”  Her talk was fabulous and drew a 

crowd of 40+ individuals.  The Museum Gift Shop has this book available 

if you were unable to attend!  I have personally read it and it is wonderful-

ly researched and informative regarding the winter of 1880-1881 across 

the region. 
 

March 11 &12 found me at Noah’s Ark Preschool and the Pipestone Area 

Schools Preschool sharing a story about animal coverings, discussing the 

fur-trade traders who once travelled this region, and creating a craft with 

the roughly 75 young learners.  The highlight for the students was being 

able to touch and hold the furs I brought with me from the Museum.  The 

kids were able to hold and feel the fur of a beaver, coyote, raccoon, fox 

and skunk.  Each took home a skunk made from construction paper, wig-

gle eyes and cotton balls to 

help them remember their 

experience and share it with 

their family.  
 

As I am sure you all know by now, COVID-19 and Governor 

Walz’s Executive Order has suspended our programming for the 
time being.  I was hoping to announce our line up of Brown Bag 
presentations for the season along with a few other events I have 

in the works but those will have to wait for the time being.  In 
the interim, I am working to find ways to get things online for 
our membership and followers; especially if this shut down con-

tinues for an extended period.  Please continue to check out our 
Facebook page and website to keep informed on what is hap-
pening behind the scenes at the Museum while under this neces-

sary closure.  I am dedicated to finding ways to bring the Muse-
um to the public in these uncertain times.  

By Trava Olivier 

Museum Programming 

Spring 2020  

Cindy Wilson, author of                               

“The Beautiful Snow.” 

Trava Olivier– Museum Aide in charge of                        

Programming-  presented to Pipestone Area                  

Schools Preschool. 

Sioux Valley Energy Grant for Programming 

PCHS was just awarded $1,500 by Sioux Valley Energy’s   

Operation Roundup to fund more service options, expand 

school tour options including additional locations, create     

history kits to be checked out, and staff travel to school sites 

vs. schools traveling to the Museum.   

Thanks Sioux Valley Energy Customers! 
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By Bill Morgan  

I was sick at home on St. Patrick’s Day, 1939. When I looked out our sun parlor window about 11 a.m. sud-
denly I saw smoke pouring from our school’s roof. A few minutes later, I observed my fellow kindergarteners 
marching out of the north door in a manner taught us during fire drills.  While our school was being restored, 
authorities had to find rooms around town where classes could be held temporarily. Kindergarten was taught 
on an upper floor of the Seller’s building, 204 West Main, across the street from Geyerman’s. JoAnn Sturzl, a 
fellow classmate, and I remember small rugs we brought from home to use for naps. 

A visit to the Pipestone County Star office is another early memory. Housed in an 1883 quartzite-walled build-
ing where the American Legion Club stands today, the Star office was filled with the smell of printer’s ink and 
the clanking sounds of a linotype machine.  Attached to the newspaper office stood another stone building, 
home to the Longstreet brothers’ laundry. When I worked there one summer I learned how heavy wet, starched 
sheets could be.   

As a substitute mail carrier during two Christmas seasons in the 1950s I became familiar with the interiors of 
the 1936 Art Moderne post office and most of the buildings up and down Main Street. A cup of coffee at the 
Eagle Café was a real treat, as was a beer at the Flame Room at night. 

During our high school years, my friend George Alton and I spent Saturday mornings playing billiards at 
Stone’s Pool Hall in the Royal Hotel building. The glass-front Royal –built in 1884 and originally called the 
Commerce Block--was razed in 1962 to make way for a parking lot. At different times the Royal contained a 
gymnasium, a cigar factory, and spaces for city administrators.  As a preservationist, I can only dream about 
what a restored Royal Hotel would look like 
today. 

Pipestone has a rich array of historic buildings, 
many built of hand-cut blocks of Sioux quartz-
ite from quarries near town and others from 
pits in Jasper, Minnesota. The intersection of 
Main Street and Hiawatha Avenue still has 
three of the four stone buildings that once 
graced that corner. The 1884 Calumet Hotel 
and the Pipestone National Bank (1884-1970) 
were built in Richardsonian Romanesque style; 
the First National Bank building (1916) in Ro-
man temple form; and the Moore Block--with 
its treasured gargoyle figures-- in Main Street 
Commercial style. On Pipestone National 
Bank’s second floor Dr. John Lohmann’s of-
fice had a lofty view of that corner’s midday 
traffic. 

The musty smell of wet plaster in the basement of the Carnegie Library (1904) is one that I can resurrect to this 
day. The library and the county courthouse (1901) were also influenced by the work of Boston architect Henry 
H. Richardson.  Wallace LeRoy Dow, a talented Sioux Falls architect, chose Renaissance Revival and Dutch 
Colonial when he designed the 1896 City Hall--now the Pipestone County Historical Society. 

So-called progress, cost of upkeep, and the choice to build in contemporary styles have discouraged people 
from preserving older buildings. At one time I counted 12 stone structures that had succumbed to the bulldoz-
er.  Architecture and memory make a stimulating mix. When I visit Pipestone I attend services at the First 
Presbyterian Church where three generations of my family worshipped. In 1890 my grandfather, Warrington 
B. Brown, a Civil War veteran, asked the local chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R) to donate 
funds to purchase the priceless rose window that still fills the church’s west wall today. 

Bill Morgan taught architectural and local history at St. Cloud State University from 1978 to 2000. He continues to contribute to the 
Prairie Traveler. Bill and his wife, Judy, live in Sartell, Minnesota.  

Pipestone’s Architecture and a Native Son’s Memories 

Pipestone’s Carnegie Library, soon after construction in 1904.                           

The building is owned by the City of Pipestone which is                                           

currently involved in rehabilitation work. 
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By Elicia Kortus 

Reclaim Community has been up to some big things lately, as we passed our 4th anniversary since beginning our work. 
Last fall, not only did we start working with architects and engineers to complete an awarded Conditions Assessment 
grant for Bauman Hall, but we also submitted a large grant request; $75,000 for a Historic Structures Report [HSR] for 
Jasper School. We received word at the end of 2019 that request was approved. This is a huge step forward in the rede-
velopment plans, as an HSR is a very detailed analysis of the entire building, and is a necessary step in the process prior 
to planning construction work or requesting construction work funding. This is also a sign of the trust that the Minnesota 
Historical Society has placed in our organization, and our whole community of supporters. We are thrilled to get started 
on that grant, just as we are submitting our final report on Bauman Hall.  
 

Despite the good news, we also have had a few setbacks. The most notably frustrating was right at Christmas time when 
someone broke into the school, cut the power to our main box, and stole copper pipes and wires. It was quite dishearten-
ing, after fundraising the initial $15,000 to restore electricity in 2017. The estimated cost of repairs was $500 for the 
electrical work and $2700 for a permanent wired security camera system. It is really essential that we protect the years 
of investment and time we have in the building. In order for our architects and engineers to work in the building, elec-
tricity is essential. Also, we need to be able to plug in fans, use shop vacs and other tools in order to keep it dry, and 
maintain good condition of the building and grounds. Because our grant funds cannot be used for anything other than the 
specific grant project it was given for, we still have to come up with the costs for those repairs on top of our typical 
overhead cost of utilities. We held our 5th annual pancake feed in January, and were able to raise $2,300 towards the 
work which helps, but doesn’t cover the entire need. Due to the current pandemic situation, a spring fundraiser we 
planned had to be postponed. As you can imagine, this makes it a bit difficult to continue to raise funds for our approxi-
mately $200 per month in utilities and maintenance for both buildings. We are hard at work planning for Quartziter 
Days, the 17th-19th of July, and once again, we will kick off on Friday night with a Classic Car Cruise In and meal. Sat-
urday the 18th we will host a vendor fair, and also have our third annual Donut Dash 0.5K “walk” for beer and donuts. 
There is a Procrastinator Prize pack for Virtual participants, so you can be the ultimate in lazy and not even show up that 
day, and still get the swag bag of prizes! 
 

We are so looking forward to getting started on the Jasper School structural as-
sessment as soon as the “shelter in place” order is lifted in Minnesota, so stay 
tuned and we will continue sharing updates as we get going. 
In another creative way to work on our funding needs, we are now selling 
“weather rocks”, a unique quartzite gift item handmade by Terry Skyberg. We 
have them listed on Etsy, or you can contact us directly to order.  
 

You can also email us at reclaimcommunitymn@gmail.com in order to get on 
our newsletter list. Stay up to date by checking our website 
www.reclaimcommunity.org or following our page on Facebook! We really 
appreciate all our supporters and hope to see you at our upcoming events. We 
can’t continue to do our work investing in the future for Jasper without you, so 
join us!  
Donate by mail: Reclaim Community PO Box 9, Jasper MN, 56144 
Donate via secure link on Paypal: www.paypal.me/reclaimcommunitymn 

Pop Bottles Continued From Page 2…. 

We would unload all the bottles into a shopping cart and take them inside. Then follow a stocker into the back 
room with our cart to start the sorting procedure. Remember not all bottles were returnable. Many dishonest 
people would try to sneak beer or pop bottles into the pile that weren’t worth anything. So the stocker would 
sort the bottles into piles, all returnables were placed into wooden crates according to size, vendor and whether 
it was a beer or pop bottle. Finally, the employee would then total up how much everything was worth. The 
checker up front would give us the cash for the fruits of our labors. 

With our fresh supply of money, we went shopping. I remember we could buy quart bottles of Elf pop on sale 
4/$1. We usually bought root beer, orange and grape pop. We also would buy half gallon squares of Flavorite 
ice cream so we could make floats.  

For the full length version of Tony’s story, visit our website at                                                                     
www.pipestonecountymuseum.com and click on Links, then Historical Articles. 

Reclaim Community Up to Some Big Things 
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January– March 2020 Donations ……………………………………. 

 

In Memory of Dick Viskers                                                                                                    

by Marian Carstens 

 

In Memory of Max Appeldorn                                                                                                   

by Sally Spinler  

 

In Memory of Betty McCabe                                                                                                    

by Shirley Buckley       

 

In Memory of Betty McCabe                                                                                                    

by Marianne Drengson    

 

In Memory of Howard Paulsen                                                                                                  

by Marian Carstens 

 

PCHS relies on the generosity of our members not 

only to meet the general budget but especially to 

accomplish special projects.  Thank you. 

Memorials are a special way of remembering a 

friend or loved one with your gift to PCHS.  

This gift is given in their memory and a letter 

is sent to the family of the deceased noting 

your gift- but never its size.  Memorials of 

$100 or more will be registered on plaques in 

the Museum’s lobby.  Let us know the person 

to be memorialized, the amount of the memori-

al and who to send the memorial  letter to 

along with their mailing address. 

 

Even though our Spring Fling Fundraiser was cancelled, it is our intention to 

go ahead with the Silent Auction in the near future. 

PCHS would like to recognize local businesses that made a cash donation to 

our Fundraiser Event:  Pipestone Grain Company, PC Paramedics,                       

John Whipple Agency, Pipestone Dental Center, Jer’s Electric,                                     

Pipestone Building Materials. 

A full list of Business Donors will be released in the near future                                 

along with information regarding the Silent Auction. 

Memorials 
January– March 2020 

Building Fund:  Mary VanDyke, Allen & Estella 

Vis 

Ferris Grand/Masonic Building:  Heather                  

Johnson, Beverlee Kennedy, Judy Oldemeyer 

Programming:  Lorraine Draper  

General Fund:  Neil Adams, Barb Heyl, Dave 

& Marlyce Logan, Joni Petersen, PHS Class of 

1951, Mary Eichhorn, Dennis & Diane Hansen, 

Sandy Beckering, Chuck & Laurie Ness, Nancy 

Thompson, Karman Brinkman, Monica 

VanderWaal 

mailto:reclaimcommunitymn@gmail.com
http://www.reclaimcommunity.org
http://www.paypal.me/reclaimcommunitymn
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Over the past year we began to ask questions as to how we could better serve our membership and quickly 
came to the realization that we needed to know more about you and what you were looking for in your     

membership.  During the 2020 Membership Drive, we sent out membership surveys.  We sent them to you af-
ter your renewal with your membership card.  We also sent to many life members, but realize that without an 
annual renewal our system was flawed.  If you have not received a Membership Survey, please contact us and 

we will get one right out to you.  Your opinion matters, and we value your thoughts and ideas as to how we 
can better serve you. 

What we have found with the around 25% received so far is that we are retaining your membership very well, 
and we thank you for sticking with us.  51% of you (responding) have been members for ten years or more.  A 

few of you were unsure of how long you had been members and we did leave that up for you to report.  Unfor-
tunately our actual membership records only go back to 2003. 

Nearly all of you, 94%, feel we are keeping you informed of what is happening with the Pipestone County His-
torical Society, the Museum, and our plans for the future.  The other 6% of you chose not to answer. 

Pleasantly surprising to us, 62% of you have visited the Museum within the past year.  This is only surprising 

because we know that about half of you don’t live in Pipestone County and a number of you did note that you 
live at a distance and cannot always stop in.  29% of you have checked in at the Museum within the past 5 
years, which is fantastic.  Hand-in-hand with that is our program attendance.  45% of you have not been to a 
Museum program within 5 years, perhaps never.  Part of this, we know, is a direct result of what Museum pro-

gramming has been available.  In 2020 we were in the process of drastically increasing our programming of-
ferings, before everything was halted by COVID-19. 

Membership Survey 

As part of our increase in Program offer-
ings– which will go forward once we are 

back to regular business– we asked you 
what content areas you were most inter-
ested in.  The overwhelming answer was 

Local History, which was to be expected.  
A high number of you are interested in 
Historic Preservation and also collections/

exhibits.  This helps us decide where to 
spend our resources, understanding that 
we know there are positive followings on 

all categories offered. 

We also wondered what types of program-
ming you were most interested in and how 
you were comfortable accessing it.  A 
high number of you chose not to answer 

this question, however Speaker Presenta-
tions and  Facebook received high marks.  
Especially due to our current situation, we 

are going to be branching into YouTube 
videos and Virtual Tours perhaps faster 
than we would have otherwise. 

You all responded that we are doing pret-

ty well fulfilling our mission, but as we 
know, there can always be room for im-
provement. 

The great majority of our members are 

between the ages of 60 and 80, and 
whereas we want to expand service to all age-groups, we definitely want to serve our existing members.   

This survey had gotten us thinking about ways to reach out to those of you who are not near enough to partici-
pate in traditional methods, which gave us a jump on redirecting our services during this COVID-19 period.  

We do still want to hear from you.  Please be in contact with us as to what topics interest you and methods of 
service we could utilize.  One thing we will be continuing is our printed newsletter, as an important tool for us 
to reach you.  Do also look at our website, we are posting more and more history there for you there as well. 

2020 PCHS Board Members             

Judy Oldemeyer– President, Curt Hess– Vice President, Staci O’Hearn Burmeister– Secretary,                                        

Steve Schulz– Treasurer.  Paul Everett, Chuck Ness, Deb Fitzgerald, Sue Parsley, Open Seat 

Pipestone County Museum Staff 

Susan Hoskins– Executive Director; Trava Olivier– Museum Aide;                                                                        

Noah Burris– Museum Aide; Sue Post— Museum Aide 
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