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Pipestone County—the Early Years

Pipestone County was established in 1857 prior to Minnesota Statehood.

Explorers and fur traders traveled in and out of the County until 1874. In April

of that year, the first white settlers arrived and laid claim to the first

homesteads in the County. In 1876 the village of Pipestone was platted. From

1874-1877 population growth was slow due in part to fear of the Native

Americans at the nearby sacred quarries and in part to the grasshopper

plagues that devoured crops planted in the County. The first successful harvest

in 1877 led to settlers pouring into the County in the spring of 1878. That

same year, 5,000 Government owned acres were claimed by homesteaders

allowing Pipestone County to have an established, year-round population.

Other small villages began to dot the prairie landscape.



Organization
Prior to 1878, 2 attempts were made to have Pipestone County organized

and recognized by the Minnesota State Legislature. Both attempts failed.

In the fall of 1878 local settlers agreed to try once again. On November 5,

1878, an election was held in Pipestone County asking voters to approve

organization of the County and seat a slate of officials that were

presented on the same ballot. One hundred votes were registered; 66 in

favor and 34 opposed. The results were sent to the State for approval.

Governor Pillsbury signed a declaration accepting Pipestone as an officially organized County on

January 27, 1879. The declaration also approved the seating of those officials and allowed them to

name a location for the County Seat. On March 12, 1879 they chose Pipestone for that designation. By

the end of 1880, all 12 townships within Pipestone County had organized and established their own

local governing boards.



Today
Originally Pipestone County had 3 districts each containing 4

townships; represented by a commissioner. In 1884 the

state of Minnesota mandated county elections be held

every other year in even numbered years. Districts were

increased to 5 at that time to allow for comparable

population sizes in each district. Four of the districts

contained 3 townships each and a 5th District was created

for the Village of Pipestone. In 2020 there remain 5 Districts

within Pipestone County; each served by a commissioner.

The district boundaries have been redrawn over the years to

reflect population changes within the County.
Map of the 5 Commissioner Districts 
within Pipestone County



City Government

The Village of Pipestone was incorporated on February 10, 1881. The first city

election was held March 29 of that year to seat a city council. Once seated,

the council immediately passed an ordinance allowing for the collection of

taxes from its citizens. The taxes would be used to make improvements to the

city streets and to hire a Constable and 2 Justice of the Peace officers to

maintain law and order. As the city grew, a Street Committee was created to

help pave the streets, a Waterworks Committee was established to create a

public water and sewer system for the community and a Board of Health was

established. This entity was tasked with creating ordinances that were for the good of the public at

large. Some of the ordinances they created included banning public intoxification, loose dogs and

spitting on city streets and boardwalks!



The City Government Today

The City of Pipestone is governed by the “Mayor-Council” form of government. All are elected by

registered voters living within the city limits. The mayor is elected for a 2-year term. The role of this

office allows the mayor to preside at city council meetings, appoint individuals to boards and

committees with council approval and have a vote at all city council meetings.

City councilmen are elected for 4-year terms. There are 4 councilmen representing the 4 wards within

the Pipestone city limits. A ward is a small defined area within the city for

voting purposes. It has definite boundaries usually defined by streets and

avenues. The wards within a city must contain a comparable population to

each other. Census records are used and when population varies too greatly

the boundary lines for districts are shifted or redrawn to create population

equality.



MN Government

Minnesota became the 32nd state on May 11, 1858. The state constitution allows for an Executive

Branch led by a Governor, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, Treasurer and Attorney General.

These positions are elected every 4 years by registered voters of the State of Minnesota

The government also has a bicameral legislature

that consists of a House of Representatives and a

Senate. Senators serve 4-year terms and

representatives serve 2-year terms. This branch

of government makes laws the citizens of

Minnesota must follow.



Minnesota also has a court system. The system is made up of 3 levels. District Courts

are in each of the 87 counties in Minnesota. These courts are grouped into districts.

There are 10 judicial districts in Minnesota. Pipestone County is in the Fifth Judicial

District.

The Court of Appeals is used when District Court decisions are contested. Proceedings in

this court are very different from District Court. Cases must be presented in writing. No witnesses or new

evidence can be presented. This type of court determines if the District Court made mistakes. The Court of

Appeals can not be used just because an individual didn’t like the results. It must be used to only to dispute

whether legal errors were made in the way a case was originally presented.

The Supreme Court is the highest court in Minnesota. Its function is to interpret the Constitution of the

State of Minnesota and make sure it is carried out. It also can discipline lower court judges and attorneys

when necessary. All District and Supreme Court judges are appointed by the governor and serve 6-year

terms.



The Government of the United States

The Federal government of the United States is a democratic form of government. This means the

officials who serve are elected by the voting citizens of the country. It has 3 parts. The Executive

branch is headed by the President who administers the laws of the country. The Legislative branch is

operated by the Senate and the House of Representatives which makes the laws. The Judicial branch

interprets and carries out the laws of the United States and makes sure the laws align with the

Constitution. The Constitution was written as the Supreme Law of the

Country.  It also allowed for limitations of power through a system of 

checks and balances.  This means no one branch can become too 

powerful.  It created a way to protect the rights of every citizen of the 

United States.  



Want to Learn More?
Schoolhouse Rock did some great videos to teach kids about the United States government.  You can find 
them at the following links:

• “America-Three Ring Government” explains the 3 branches of the government.  Find it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKSGyiT-o3o

• “America-I’m Just a Bill” explains how a bill becomes a law. Find it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFroMQlKiag

• “The Preamble” explains the Constitution of the United States.  Find it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EfnNUt_nwY

• “Presidential Minute” explains how the Presidential election process works. Find it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWe__25nzAE:

• “I’m Gonna Send Your Vote to College” teaches about the electoral college.  Find it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByiogRyb6Ds
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByiogRyb6Ds


– PCHS is headquartered at the Pipestone County Museum,
113 South Hiawatha Avenue, Pipestone, Minnesota. It was
established in 1880 and exists to foster an awareness of
Pipestone County’s history in connection with the history of
Minnesota, the region and the nation.

– For more information, visit the website:
www.pipestonecountymuseum.com. PCHS can also be reached
through Email, pipctymu@iw.net; Telephone, 507-825-2563; or
Facebook.
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Historical Society


