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Fire Hall Doors 

Newsletter editor:  Susan Hoskins 

The PCHS Annual Meeting, 

which usually occurs in February, 

has been postponed until further 

notice due to the uncertainty of 

state allowances on group meet-

ings.  This meeting will likely be 

held in March with an in-person 

format. 

Recognizing that many of our 

members do not live in the area, 

we are pursuing possibilities of 

recording the meeting and mak-

ing it available via YouTube.   

We will send out a notice to the 

membership a month in advance 

of the meeting outlining all meet-

ing details. 

Last year’s annual report is acces-

sible on our website under the 

‘More’ tab. 

In the interest of on-going preservation of the 

Society’s historic properties, new Fire Hall 

Doors were installed in the Museum building 

in December.  Funds for the replacement were 

transferred from the Building Savings Fund 

which is in place for just such projects.  

However, as Fundraising has been on hold in 

2020 and remains uncertain for 2021, dona-

tions earmarked specifically in support of the 

Historic Preservation and Maintenance of the 

Society’s five historic buildings are needed and 

much appreciated. 



By Trava Olivier 
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The Park that Never Was 

 

In March 1925 Minnesota Governor Theodore Christian-

son signed a bill into law that created the Pipestone State 

Park.  The bill had been introduced to the Minnesota 

House of Representative by H.J. Farmer of Pipestone and 

to the Minnesota Senate by L.P. Johnson, representing 

District 22.  It carried with it a petition signed by the 

Pipestone County Park Committee and endorsed by mul-

tiple other civic organizations from throughout the coun-

ty. The park was to be located on the Pipestone Indian 

Reservation just north of the city on grounds that bor-

dered the Pipestone Indian Training School and surround-

ed Winnewissa Falls.  One might consider this a bold act 

given that ownership of the land the park was to be locat-

ed on had been tied up in a court battle for decades.   

(You can read a full article regarding the Pipestone Indian 

Reservation on our website.) 

 
In the early 1920s there was a push throughout the Mid-

west to increase the number of state parks.  Minnesota 

was at the forefront of this movement.  Absent the availa-

bility of open land following settlement, State Auditor 

Raymond Chase created a list of potential sites that could 

be utilized for State Parks in Minnesota.   Pipestone was 

near the top of that list.  The local Kiwanis Club urged the 

State Highway Department to survey the proposed site 

and an order from the Governor allowed it to happen in 

August 1924.  This survey provided the basis for the crea-

tion of the Pipestone County Park Committee who in turn 

worked to ensure a proposal would reach the Minnesota 

legislative session when it opened in January 1925.  

 
Once introduced the measure was quickly approved in committee in both the House and the Senate.  Making 

its way to the full chamber of both branches, the measure easily achieved approval and was brought before the 

Governor who signed it into law.  The park now existed in theory, but actual creation would have to wait until 

ownership of the land was determined. 

 
In the fall of 1926, that issue was nearing a conclusion.  The case had reached the U.S. Supreme Court who 

determined the Yankton Sioux Tribe were the legal owners of the land.  It also ruled the Government had 
seized the land when it created the Pipestone Indian Training School on the site and the tribe was owed pay-
ment for the land plus interest dating back to 1891.  It would be 2 more years before a financial settlement was 

reached and the Government held clear title to the land.  The Pipestone State Park still existed on paper but a 
land transfer from the Federal Government to the State of Minnesota never occurred.  In the years that ensued 
between its creation and the availability of the land, more emphasis was placed on the cultural and historical 

significance of the site.  The local push for the Pipestone State Park gave way to an effort for the creation of 
the Pipestone National Monument.  When that effort was achieved in 1937, the Pipestone State Park’s chance 
at existence ended, making it the park that never was. 

Minnesota Legislative Petition for Pipestone State Park, 

1924,  Pipestone County Museum Archive. 
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The Postcard  

The name of this story sounds more like a title of a movie or possibly a best selling novel. You may also real-

ize this is not my usual story concerning music history. Rather, this is about an intriguing find I made thinking 

something was usual and turned out quite the opposite. 

I came into possession of a B&W postcard showing Indians quarrying  at the Pipestone Quarries, it was hand 

stamped 1908. I had seen the same photo on other postcards attributed to ”J.H. Austin – Dealer in and MFG of 

Pipestone Curiosities” but did not have this particular card in my collection, so I purchased it. 

After a few days I got around to reading the message written on the card but was unable to decipher what it 

said. The only wording I could distinguish was who it was sent to. I put it away and got it back out several 

times and was still baffled by the strange language someone was using. Was it Norwegian or possibly Rus-

sian ? 

I finally broke down and explained my dilemma to my wife, Kerry, and asked if she could take a look at the 

strange writing. It took about 10 seconds for her to figure it out and laugh at how long I had been trying to fig-

ure it out. She took me to the mirror in the bathroom and held the postcard up to it. I could now read it perfect-

ly, the writing on the card was written backwards, who would have thought.   

Although the message on the card was unassuming, the style was not. My investigating mind kicked in, why 

write backwards? While researching this question, this is what I discovered: 

#1 = Writing in reverse prevents smudging 

#2 = Studies show that writing in reverse does not correlate with intellectual abilities 

#3 = Leonardo da Vinci was famous for writing backwards 

I would rather think they were bored and needed a challenge and now 112 years later I’m trying to figure out 

why they did it and how many times did they correspond like this. Maybe they could also talk backwards! 

In the end, a great postcard for my collection, with a Pipestone connection. 

Tony Texley 

By Tony Texley  



Page 4  Volume XXXVI,  I ssue III  Winter 2020 -2021  

A hidden secret in Pipestone’s Masonic Lodge since 1917, twelve extraordinary murals were painted in mono-
tone, almost identical to the publication from which they were copied.  The murals were painted by Leo Hen-
ke, an Austrian immigrant artist who did not stay long, but left his mark on Pipestone, Minnesota on his way 
to his dream career as a visual artist.  He left his mark, but not much memory of himself, in Pipestone where 
he lived for about five years after immigrating and before heading to the big city to pursue his trade.  One hun-
dred years later, all that was known about the artist locally was his name and the incorrect information that he 
was an itinerate German artist.  Leo Henke was something much more interesting.  

 

Leo Henke left Austria on the brink 
of war in 1914.  He was 23 years old 
with very few possessions and did 
not speak English very well. Travel-
ing on the same ship out of Ham-
burg, the Abraham Lincoln, was 
Pipestone resident, Carl Anlauf.  In 
any account, Leo Henke arrived in 
Pipestone in May 1914, along with 
Carl and Bertha Anlauf and a number 
of other immigrants traveling with 
them.  By 1916 Leo Henke was ad-
vertising his own painting, decorat-
ing and sign painting business.   

The Pipestone Masons had purchased 
the former Ferris Grand Block in the 
spring of 1917 and immediately set 
about to remodel the second and third 
floors for their fraternal use.  Leo 
Henke was hired to paint murals in the Lodge room, which were completed in October 1917.  He replicated 
twelve images from the 1903 book “Illustrated History of Freemasonry” which contained plates illustrating 
allegorical stories used in masonry.   

Leo Henke left Pipestone for good soon after 1920 and was working as a commercial artist in Minneapolis by 
1921.  It was also at that time he changed his name to Henkora, the surname he used for the rest of his life. 

The 1920s in Minneapolis was a golden time for Leo Henkora and he immersed himself in the art community.  
He became a member of the Society of Independent Artists, the National Art Association, the Academy of Fi-
ne Arts, the American Artists Professional League, and the American Federation of Arts.  He practiced paint-
ing, block printing, lithography, etching and illustrating.  He also lectured and was an art instructor.  By 1924 
he was the director of the Minneapolis Sketch Club.  In 1927 he opened the Henkora School of Art in Minne-
apolis, which operated through at least 1932.  The school generally operated for a fall term and catered to fine 
art students as well as those entering the commercial art field. 

During the depression, Leo Henkora may have been involved in WPA art projects.  By the mid-1930s he was 
living in North Dakota and he is known to have done mural work at the Burleigh County Courthouse in Bis-
marck, North Dakota.  By 1938 Leo Henkora had made his way west to Missoula, Montana, where Leo took 
work as an interior designer.  After World War II, he settled in Pendleton, Oregon where he continued to work 
as an artist.  Leo Henkora died in 1954 and was buried at Olney Cemetery in Pendleton, Oregon.   

Although he left Pipestone behind early in his career, Leo Henke/Henkora left an immense legacy to the com-
munity.  Leo Henke was not itinerant, but his time in Pipestone was fairly short compared to a lifetime.  The 

Pipestone’s Hidden Gem and the Artist who Created It 

2017 photograph of the Masonic Lodge Room in the Ferris Grand  Block.                          

Photo by Mark Thode. 
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Leo Henke, continued….. 

twelve murals he was commissioned to paint for the Masonic Lodge in 1917 have long been touted as one of 
Pipestone’s hidden gems, although extraordinarily little knowledge was retained about the artist himself.  Af-
ter he changed his name to Henkora it was that much more difficult to connect his two lives.  The community 
of Pipestone can now know that their murals were painted by an artist who went on to have a rich and varied 
career. 

Read the extended article on our website, “Leo Henke, Pipestone’s Forgotten Artist.”  Click on ‘More’ and 
then ‘Local History Articles.’  Also check out our blog on the Ferris Grand Block and Masonic Hall, under 
‘Ferris Grand’ on the website. 

With our 2020 Small Town series booklet on Holland, Minnesota recently 

released, it is time to start planning for the 2021 booklet.  This year we 

will feature the community of Trosky and depending on how much infor-

mation we locate the community of Airlie may be included!  That is where 

you can help!  

If anyone has old photos of either of these communities, whether it be 

buildings or people, we would love to see them and possibly include them 

in our booklet.  Please send or bring your photos to the Museum.  Staff 

will scan them and return the originals to 

you.  We will ask that you sign a release 

of the digital image rights to keep the 

scans in our digital image archive.  Any 

photos we receive and use will be credit-

ed to you in the booklet.  Maybe you 

have an item(s) from a business located 

in one of these communities.  We would 

gratefully accept photos of those items 

as well, anything that would help to tell 

the story of Trosky or Airlie. If we are 

not able to include Airlie in the 2021 

booklet for space reasons, it will be in-

cluded in a future booklet.  Perhaps one specifically dedicated to the “lost” towns of Pipestone County.   

We are excited to see what you find in the back of your closet or attic!   

Information or Photographs on Trosky or Airlie? 

Airlie Depot 

Trosky Main Street 

Volunteer Projects  
PCHS is in need of some Project Volunteers.  Training will be provided for all projects. 

 Newspaper Clipping:  Every week articles are clipped from local newspapers to be filed in the Museum 

Research Library.  Newspaper can be supplied to a volunteer on a weekly basis, clipped at home and re-

turned to the Museum for filing. 

 Card Catalog:  Several issues of the old Ruthton Tribune newspaper have births/marriages/obituaries which 

need to be indexed.  This project can include typing on index cards, or just gleaning the information.  It 

will be done at the Museum in a safely distanced area. 

 Scans of the Chesley Glass Plate Negative Collection need to be attached to our PastPerfect Museum Soft-

ware program as a back-up and index.  It will be done at the Museum in a safely distanced area. 
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By Noah Burris 

It has been a couple of newsletters since we checked out new items brought into the Museum. So here is a look 

at a set of items that has recently been added to the collection. 

The items are blueprints from the 1950s for possible school remodels and construction in Pipestone. There are 

three sets of blueprints that presented three different projects.  

The first set is dated December 14, 1955 and 

shows the plans for the construction of a new 

building for a proposed grade school. This set 

is pretty detailed with 13 sheets that show 

everything from foundation and framing 

plans to revised parts of the project which are 

dated January 16, 1956. These plans give a 

look at the different options presented for 

Southwest Elementary School which opened 

in the fall of 1957 on 6th Ave SW. The school 

was later renamed to Dolson Hill Elementary 

School in honor of Hill who was the superin-

tendent of schools from 1955 until his death 

in 1964. 

The next set is dated June 15, 1956 and shows the plans for a remodel and 

addition to Central School. These appear to be a precursor to the changes 

that were made to Central in 1961 which included adding a science wing, 

as well as industrial arts and home economics departments. This set is also 

fairly detailed and includes smaller revision sheets from later dates. 

The last set of blueprints shows a proposed remodeling of the Pipestone 

Indian School into an elementary school. These plans are dated May 15, 

1958. The School had been closed by the Federal Government on June 4, 

1953. The buildings sat empty while options were examined for their next 

use. The City of Pipestone purchased the buildings and a majority of the 

land in 1957. The blueprints include the plans to the gymnasium and a re-

model of one of the other buildings on the campus into an elementary 

school. The building is not identified in the blueprints but appears to have 

been the Academic Building based on the layout. This set includes the 

New in the Museum Collection 

Continued on page 10... 
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October– December 2020 

Donations ……………… 

 
 

In Memory of Marge McCallum                                      

by Jeff & Deb Brockberg 

In Memory of Alma Beckering                                

by Joni Petersen 

In Memory of Marge McCallum                              

by Leona Huebner 

In Memory of Donald & Sylvia Bostic                              

by Lyle & Marjorie Oye 

In Memory of Les Kallsen                                        

by Walter Benjamin 

In Memory of Steve Hicks                                        

by Walter Benjamin 

In Memory of Beverlee Kennedy                              

by Joni Petersen 

In Memory of Beverlee Kennedy                                          

by Chuck & Lorraine Draper 

In Memory of Nyla Prinsen                                                  

by Jim & Cheri Jacobson 

In Memory of Pat Beyers                                                          

by Donna Mickelson 

PCHS relies on the generosity of our members not only to meet the general budget but  also 

to maintain our five historic properties and to accomplish special projects.  Thank you. 

Memorials are a special way of remembering a 

friend or loved one with your gift to PCHS.  

This gift is given in their memory and a letter 

is sent to the family of the deceased noting 

your gift- but never its size.  Memorials of 

$100 or more will be registered on plaques in 

the Museum’s lobby.  Let us know the person 

to be memorialized, the amount of the memori-

al and who to send the memorial  letter to 

along with their mailing address. 

Memorials 

General Fund:   

Mary McKeon Crockenberg, Bruce & Barbara Jensen, Kath-

leen Cameron, Nancy Hoskins, Cory Funk, William Axness, 

Theresa Mahoney, Bonnie Jerde, Rosemarie Loose, Barb 

Heyl, Maurice Bickford, Christine & Ray Burch, Jean Good-

speed, Mark & Kammy Stueven, Irmtraut Engmann, Alfred 

Page, Joan Steitz, Kimberly Ernst, Lois Hansen, Nyla Kraft, 

Hart Nelsen, Scheels of Sioux Falls, Pearl Pritchett, Dr. Lar-

ry & Barb Christensen, Doug Theel, Herman & LaDonna 

Meinders, Delores Runge 

Building Fund: 

Chuck & Lorraine Draper (Moore Block), 

Allen & Estella Vis, Valeria Christensen 

(Ferris Grand) 

October– December 2020 
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By Tony Texley 

“Boys, time to get up,” it was mom yelling up the stairs at us to get out of bed and start getting ready for an-

other school day.  It was winter time and school Christmas break was over. I didn’t want to get out of the bed 

that I shared with my brother Todd as I was nice and warm under the quilts. We shared a large upstairs room, 

that had no heat except for an open grill in the floor, with brothers Tom and Tim and I could hear them start 

getting up also.  

Once breakfast was done, we were allowed to go out in the living room where there was a big old oil burning 

stove doing its best to take the chill out of the air. Dad had taken bales of hay and put around the outside foun-

dation of the house before winter to help keep the drafts out as well as putting plastic sheets over all the win-

dows, and yet it seemed to have no effect on the artic air spilling in that I could tell. 

It was my brother Terry’s turn to watch for the bus this morning. He was on one end of the couch peering out 

the back window straining his eyes looking through the grove of trees to see the familiar blinking red & green 

lights of a school bus stopping at the Sundermeyer’s farm across the road to pick up their 2 boys, Lee & Gary. 

When the blinking lights were identified. Terry cried out “School Bus! ” and like a well trained commando 

unit we all knew instantly what to do. Hats, gloves, coats & book bags flew on each one of us and out the front 

door we went. We were running the 100 yard dash, down the driveway and up to the highway to wait for bus 

#16 to pick us up next. My brother Terry told me, when it was warm we would wait for the bus up on the road 

( Hwy 75 ) and stand there ‘like cattle in the stockyards’ until it was our turn to load. 

Within minutes the bus was at our stop and the doors swung open allowing us to board, A familiar warm face 

smiled at us that morning. Our driver was Stella Ludolph and Stella greeted each one of us with a perky “Good 

Morning.”  I have heard that there were some mornings that Stella, fresh off the hospital night shift would 

jump into a bus and start her morning route still dressed in her nurse uniform. Now the difficult task lay ahead, 

where to sit as you only had seconds to decide before someone yelled “sit down!“.  

Since we were one of the last families to board, finding a spot to sit was slim pickings and you had to be care-

ful who you sat in front of so you would not get picked on all the way to Central school.  The rest of the ride to 

Central was very noisy with multiple conversations going on at once and some kids actually still trying to fin-

ish their homework before the arrival time.  My brother Tim told me Stan Atkins & himself would discuss pol-

itics. The older rowdy kids usually had the back of the bus to apply their mischief. 

One particular incident that I will never for-

get was one morning on the way to Central 

we were going under the underpass and 

there was a police car behind us that sudden-

ly turned his lights on and our bus driver 

pulled over.  Bob Ludolph was our driver 

that day and he opened the front bus doors 

to let the police officer on board. Turns out 

some of the boys in back were giving the 

officer the finger thru the back window and 

the officer was not amused. 

The officer started lecturing everyone on 

board about proper behavior and after a few 

minutes he exited the bus and the boys in 

back started laughing. Now Bob (a big man) 

stood up and started walking to the back of  

 School Days 



Page 9  The Pra ir ie Traveler   

Rose Window Complete! 
The restoration of the Rose Window in Pipe-

stone’s St. Paul’s Episcopal Church has been 

completed!  Local stained-glass artisan Sue 

Parsley did the work on the window itself and 

a custom-cut piece of plate glass was installed 

in December to protect the historic window.  

 Historic Pipestone Inc, [HPI] is planning an 

open house later this year to show off the lat-

est improvement to the historic property.  As 

part of the window restoration project, the 

walls of the parish hall were insulated and the 

false ceiling was removed allowing the Rose 

Window to be visible from the interior.  Both 

the parish hall and the sanctuary are available 

for public use.  HPI plans to continue historic 

restoration on this building.  Contact HPI 

Board Member Trava Olivier, travaolivi-

er@iw.net, for donation or rental information. 

School Days continued… 

the bus and it became so quiet you could hear a pin drop. Bob started his lecturing and when he was finished 

there was no giggling or laughing and not a peep out of anyone all the way to Central. 

Our arrival at Central was well planned out in advance. Our parking spot was located and teachers were stand-

ing there to help direct the unloading of passengers to their correct locations. This memory reminds me of the 

“sorting hat” in the Harry Potter movies. I merely got off one bus and on to another that would take me over to 

Dr. Brown Elementary School.  After the end of the 

school day we were loaded back on another bus to take 

us from Dr. Brown back over to Central again. Back at 

Central depending on what day it was we would get on 

another different bus to take us home. So, depending on 

the day I would ride 4 different buses a day.  A book 

could be written about all the stories of the kids when 

riding the bus and about their bus drivers who played 

such a important role in bringing the students safely to 

and home from school every day. 

We lived on the farmstead, ¼ mile north of town on 
HWY #75  from 1964- 1968 and although the farm 
buildings have been gone for many years, the memories 

still live on.  Like the unforgettable sound of the click-
ing of bus windows, I also will never forget the adven-
tures and stories of growing up with my 4 brothers. 

This article was reduced to fit in the Prairie Traveler.  

Read Tony’s full story on our website.  Click on the ‘More’ tab then ‘Local History Articles.’ 

Unloading at Central 
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least number of sheets and is less detailed than the 

others but still provides a good look at the plans for 

the school. 

The Pipestone School District ended up building an-

other new elementary school at a different location 

instead of using the Indian School. Alexander Hugh 

Brown School opened in 1962 at 701 7th St SE. It 

was built on land donated by Mary Belle Brown and 

named after her father who was a doctor that practiced 

in Pipestone County for 50 years. 

The Indian School land was later purchased by the 

school district in 1967 from the City for $1 for the 

development of the Pipestone Vocational School. 

These blueprints were donated by the Siouxland Her-
itage Museums, after being found in a collection of blueprints from the architect firm Hugill, Blatherwick, 

Fritzel & Kroeger out of Sioux Falls. The 1950s and early 1960s saw the Pipestone school district grow as two 
new elementary schools were built and an addition was added to the high school. These blueprints provide a 
great look at the options examined during this busy time for the district. 

New to the Collection, Continued from page 6... 



 

• Amazon               

donates 0.5% of  the price of  your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 

the charitable organization of  your 

choice. 

 

• Support the Pipestone County                   

Historical Society by starting your 

shopping at smile.amazon.com. 
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Pipestone County                                             

Historical Society 

Membership & Donation Form 

Annual Membership Categories 

__ Friend  $15-$24 

__ Household  $25-$49 

__ Supporting  $50-$99 

__ Century  $100-$249 

__ Patron  $250-499 

__ Benefactor  $500 & Up 
 

Additional Donation: ________ (please fill in amount) 

  

Name:_______________________________________ 

  Address:____________________________________ 

               _____________________________________  

    _____________________________________ 
 

  Email:_____________________________________ 

Membership Benefits include …                                                          

Free Admission to Exhibit Galleries & Research Archives, 10% 

discount at Gift Shop, Subscription to the Prairie Traveler 

newsletter, Discounts on Research, Copies & Photo Reprints 

and Free Queries in the newsletter. 

Check us out on                                 

Facebook!                                                          

 

 

  

Pipestone County                               

Historical Society 

Pipestone County Historical Society                                      

                                                 is now on... 



Check us out on the web! 

www.pipestonecountymuseum.com 

Pipestone County Historical Society  

Pipestone County Museum                                            

113 South Hiawatha Avenue                                         

Pipestone, MN  56164 

 

Shop at the 

 

 

                                                                 

Museum Store 

proceeds support the 

Museum                    

& Its programs! 

Members Receive                                   

10% Off! 

Looking for a very unique 

gift?  Most of the images in 

the Museum’s Photographic     

Collection can be repro-

duced for private use. 

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION            
U.S. Postage Paid      

Pipestone, MN 56164      

Permit #002 

New in the Small Town Series: 
 

Holland, Minnesota 

Incorporated 1898 
 

Fourth in the series along with booklets on                 

Woodstock, Hatfield and Cazenovia.  This booklet 

outlines the history of the small, Pipestone County 

town of Holland, from its beginnings right up to 

today with business and civic information along 

with interesting anecdotes. 

Available in the Gift Shop or Online! 

Each booklet is $10.00.  Add $5.00 shipping/handling.  

10% Membership Discount does apply! 


