
PCHS has organized committees in several areas to help focus our 

projects and we are seeking committee members to help brain-

storm, identify, guide and help complete projects.  Find a commit-

tee focused on what you enjoy and jump right in! 

*Programming Committee     *Membership Committee     

*Collections Committee     *Exhibits Committee     

*Fundraising  Committee                        *Building   Committee 

Each committee meets once per month to discuss ideas, goals and 

accomplishments as well as plan projects in the named areas. 

Requirements: must be a PCHS member in good standing, and 

have an interest in accomplishment.  All committees are chaired 

by a member of the PCHS board.   

For more information, contact Susan at the Museum:                          

pipctymu@iw.net or 507-825-2563. 

Join a Committee! 

Pipestone County 
Historical Society 

The object of the Society is 
to foster an awareness of 

Pipestone County’s history 
and its connection with the 
history of Minnesota, the 

region, and nation,                 
reflecting the belief that the 
study of the past can enrich 

people’s perspectives on 
the present and provide 
them guidance for the               

future. 
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Special points of interest 

• 2406  People Served 

• 1840  Visitors 

• 122  Research Requests 

• 308  2020 Members 

• $15,815  in Membership Dues 

• 58  Separate Donors 

• $19,283  Donated 

Dear Friends of the Pipestone County Historical Society, 
It would be a monumental undertaking to summarize how the year 

2020 has affected us all, with so many changes to our everyday way of life.  So 
I’d like to concentrate on some positives that have happened for our local     
Historical Society. 

First of all, I want to thank all our followers – donors, members,       
volunteers, staff, board members, visitors – who have done so much to keep the    
Society going during such a challenging year.  People have been very generous 
with their time and money, especially since the Museum had to be closed as 
much as it was.  I was always amazed at how creative the staff was during the 
year to keep the Museum and Society activities in front of the public.  So many 
new ideas were brought forth and became reality, especially through online and 
social media avenues, since in-house programming and visits weren’t allowed.  
The Museum has been able to reach out to so many people through the efforts 
of our dedicated staff. 

The Society has five properties to maintain which are always a concern, 
but progress has been made there as well.  There is an on-going project to   
maintain the condition of the Masonic Lodge in the Ferris Grand building, and 
new doors have been installed on the front façade of the Museum.  We contin-
ue to work to maintain the beauty and functionality of our historic buildings. 

So, much is still happening with the Society and Museum in spite of the 
challenging past year.  We are optimistic for better times, to be able to open up 
for more programming and visitors, for more fundraising opportunities, and to 
maintain and grow relationships with people who value the history of our area.   

Sincerely, 
Judy Oldemeyer, PCHS President 

Saturday, March 20, 2021, 10:00am 

141st  

Annual Meeting 

Masonic Lodge Room 
Ferris Grand Block 

106 1/2 East Main Street, Pipestone 



Covid vs. Museums 

Many arts and cultural sites 

across the United States, 

and the world for that mat-

ter, closed their doors in 

response to the pandemic in 

2020.  Many of those sites 

will never reopen.   

Nearly 30% remain closed.  

Over 50% have laid off 

staff.  35% aren’t sure they 

will survive the next year.   

Those that remain viable 

have had to trim their budg-

ets and get creative in their 

service of the public.  

                               -AASLH 

“If you don’t 
know history, 
then you don’t 
know anything.  
You are a leaf 
that doesn’t 
know it is part 
of a tree.”  
      - Michael    
             Crichton 

2020 Accomplishments 

2020 started out strong for 

PCHS.  We had reorganized 

our programming services and 

had seen a mighty increase in 

numbers served and types of 

programming offered, all in 

the first two months of 2020. 

We had plans to focus on the 

County’s Sioux quartzite 

buildings with a new exhibit, 

and had several supporting ac-

tivities in the works, such as a 

driving tour and photography 

contest. 

The COVID pandemic reached 

us in mid-March and we were 

shut down by government 

mandate.  Fortunately our staff 

could work on projects at 

home.  Unfortunately, we had 

to cut one part time staff posi-

tion and reduce our business 

hours when allowed to re-

open. 

During our time working out 

of the building, we scrambled 

to find other ways to connect 

with our members and the pub-

lic, and poured our energy into 

re-building our website and 

reaching out through Face-

book. 

We also took on in-house re-

search projects to further our 

own knowledge of Pipestone 

County history for future pro-

gramming and exhibits. 

Staff returned to the building 

in May and we were able to re-

open to the public in June, to 

be shut down again in  Novem-

ber.  Understandably our at-

tendance numbers were way 

down.   

But even though the year in 

review seems short, we were 

able to keep working, stay in 

the public eye and we got a lot 

done. 

We did redesign our website 

and have been pouring content 

into it.  We created an online 

store, so those who don’t live 

close enough to visit our gift 

shop in person can benefit.  

Work proceeded on our Ferris 

Grand project.  We are in 

phase two, with LHB Archi-

tects working to create draw-

ings for phase three which will 

be the physical work phase.  

They have been navigating the 

grant process throughout 2020. 

And in December new Fire 

Hall Doors were installed on 

the Museum Building itself. 
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American Association of State and Local History 

“If you think you have it tough, read history books.”  -Bill Maher 

In 2021, we continue to promote historical preservation in Pipe-

stone County.  We are grateful to several other groups in the 

county who are also pursing preservation projects, making the 

reach even greater.  PCHS is in phase II of a three phase project 

for rehabilitation on the Ferris Grand, will complete the architec-

tural drawings this year and then pursue the physical work to be 

done.   

In 2021, we continue to pursue new ways to serve our member-

ship through programming, digital content and publications. 

In 2021, we have a focus on educational programming, expand-

ing our audience, and encouraging others to pursue the study of 

history in their own way. 

The Pipestone County Muse-
um is busy with projects and 
we are expanding our offerings 
to the public.  We are in need 
of volunteers to help us               
deliver! 

In January 2021, we already 
booked 17.5 volunteer hours 
and have more projects that 
need attention.               

We can accomplish more with 
your help!  Do you enjoy: 

• Research & writing 

• Working with groups of 
adults or schoolchildren 

• Leading crafts or hands-on 
activities 

• Working on organization 
and data-entry projects 

• Helping with maintenance, 
small building projects & 
repairs 

If yes, we would like to work 
with you! 

Check out our website for   
descriptions of volunteer     
opportunities as well as our 
application. 
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2021 Goals/Projects 

Call for Volunteers 

American Alliance 
of Museums says 
that on average, 

Museums employ 6 
volunteers per paid 

staff person. 
 

We need you! 



Changing Face of             
Museum Attendance 

We have traditionally used  

attendance numbers in order 

to convey our value to    

others as well as to          

ourselves.  Needless to say 

2020 was not a good year 

for traditional attendance.   

However, we turned to 

some  digital tools to track 

how the public is seeking us 

out.  They might not be at 

our door, but they are still 

looking for us. 

We rebuilt our website and 

filled it with content. 

We have a strong Facebook 

presence.  We release posts 

every day at 7am and have a 

strong and growing follow-

ing.  We are able to track 

how many people like and 

follow our   Facebook posts.  

This could also help us track 

value. 

We are looking into 

YouTube and Instagram as 

additional digital tools to 

increase our service to the 

public. 

This project 

has been    

financed in 

part with funds 

provided by 

the State of 

Minnesota 

from the Arts 

and Cultural 

Heritage Fund 

through the 

Minnesota 

Historical   

Society. 

In 2019 PCHS was awarded a 
grant from the Minnesota His-
torical Society in the amount 
of $56,000 with a $30,000 
match.   

In this, Phase Two of a three 
phase project, construction 
drawings will be produced in 
four areas of structural concern 
for the building:  *areas of 
substandard framing in the 
basement,  *a bowing timber 
truss in the attic,  *exterior and 
interior repointing,  *and roof 
replacement.   

This physical work will take 
place in Phase Three of the 
project, although these four 
issues will most likely be ad-
dressed in phases of their own 
owing to the enormity of the 
combined projects.   

Realistically, Phase Two will 
be completed in 2021.  We 
will apply for our Phase Three 
Grant and work should begin 
in 2022.   

We plan to offer more pro-
gramming in this space, such 
as presentations and hands on     

    
activities, as there is room for 
social distancing.  We are also 
looking at developing a rental 
program for this space, as in 
the past different Masonic 
Groups were interested in 
meeting here. 
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Ferris Grand Rehabilitation 

Local Historic Marker 

Take & Make Kits 

The savior of 2020                                     

Outreach Programming 

New to programming in 

2020 were our Take & 

Make Kits. These kits re-

placed what we had hoped 

would be Make & Take 

workshops. 

      

 

 

The most popular was the 

Butterfly Feeder Kit with a 

total of 54 sold.  

 

Other kits offered include a 

Bat Activity kit, a Flower 

& Leaf Press kit, and a Tin 

Punch Ornament kit.  

Due to the popularity of the 

kits, new options will be 

developed and released in 

2021.  

2020 started off with 15 different programming events before the mid

-March shutdown.  Following our reopening and prior to the second 

shutdown, we were able to host 7 additional programming events.  
 

The total number of individuals served in an in-person manner for 

2020 was 532, a drop from 1,989 in 2019.  We hosted 3 different 

types of programs.  *First, were the programs that brought in outside 

speakers.  *Another type of program involved staff giving presenta-

tions.  *The last type of program offered in 2020 involved being hired 

to speak to other groups.   
 

One area that was disappointing was the inability to host any school 

tours in 2020.  We expect 2021 will be the same.  With loss comes 

gain as we have some ideas in the works regarding how to revamp 

our school tours and make them more engaging for students. 
 

New for 2020 was the shift to our digital platform by providing pro-

gramming via our website.  Multiple slide shows, research articles 

and interactive downloads such as a crossword puzzle and a scaven-

ger hunt were put on the website.  All staff participated in this effort 

to serve the public through a new format. Of the 3,708 visitors to our 

website, 2,583, or roughly 70%, viewed or downloaded materials that 

constitute a digital program.   
 

As we look toward programming for 2021, with an eye on the ongo-

ing pandemic, it looks like the safest plan will be to have a wide vari-
ety of outdoor activities from late Spring through early Fall.  Look for 
guided cemetery tours, which were popular in 2020, as well as hands 

on learning activities like candle dipping workshops and Dutch oven 
cooking demonstrations that can be held in outdoor venues. We hope 
to begin offering speaker presentations and workshops again this 

year.  At the present time we continue to monitor CDC and state 
guidelines to ensure that everything we do is done safely.  
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Programming Expands Our Audience 



New in the                      
Collection:  a 

“Beatles” Pipe 

In June 1964, the Pipestone 

High School band went to 

the New York World’s Fair 

for their band trip, at a cost 

of about $13,000. 

 Fundraisers were held, in-

cluding selling Christmas 

wreaths and Fanny Farmer 

Candy.  Auctions and raffles 

were also held to raise 

money.  

George Bryan carved a 

peace pipe and donated it 

to be raffled off as the prize.  

The pipe was different than 

others, as Bryan carved the 

four faces of the Beatles 

into the bowl.  

The raffle raised $53 for the 

trip and the pipe was won 

by Charles Debates. He had 

owned the pipe ever since 

and in 2020 donated it to 

the Museum. 

Collections Report 

In a normal year, the Collec-
tions Committee meets every 
other month.  In 2020, 4 meet-
ings were held.  The Commit-
tee of PCHS members reviews 
all donations to the Collection 
and measures them up to a se-
ries of questions in the Collec-
tions Policy.  The underlying 
questions being “Does it help 
to tell the story of Pipestone 
County.” 
 

In 2020, 302 items from 43 
donors were reviewed, and 75 
items were accepted into the 
collection.  44 of the accepted 
items were photographs, in-
cluding of the concrete water 
tower renovation from 1990 
and of country school classes. 
 

Some other highlights include: 

•  A standing cabinet Victro-
la phonograph record play-
er in working condition. 

• The carved Beatles pipe 
that was raffled off as a 
fundraiser for the PHS 
Band trip in 1964 which 
was previously on loan.  

• An American Legion Mi-
chael Boock Post 6 scrap-
book/photo album that in-
cludes photos of Pipestone 
County veterans while they 
were serving and after they 
returned home.  

In 2020, PCHS                        
reviewed                            

donations from                
*43 Donors and                 

accepted                           
*75 Objects into 

the Collection 
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Exhibits Report 

Not a lot of visitors viewed our exhibits in 2020 due to the Pan-
demic.  We opened one new exhibit in February before the pro-
longed shut-downs began; “Building Boom! The Landscape of 
the Sioux Quartzite.” The exhibit covers the history of the 
quartzite quarries and buildings in Pipestone County.   We plan to 
hold a re-opening this summer.  

During the COVID shut-down, the dated Blacksmith exhibit and 
quarry shack in Gallery I were removed to make way for a dedi-
cated programming space.  

New exhibits assets:  *14 frames and14 photographs reprinted/
enlarged for the “Building Boom!” exhibit.   
 
New collections assets:  *8 archival boxes for storing Masonic 
artifacts in the Ferris Grand.  *7 archival boxes for storing the 
Buffalo Ridge Gazette newspaper collection.  *An external hard 
drive to securely backup and store our Collections Records. 

“We are not makers of history, we are made by history.”  -Martin Luther King Jr. 

Most of our members don’t live close enough to visit the          

Museum or attend our programming and events all that often.  

We had already been looking at the website as a way to better 

serve those members and the public in general when COVID 

made it all the more important. 

We rebuilt the website in 2020, and flooded it with content      

including articles, slide shows, and programming for educators.  

We also created an online store attached to our website. 

The website is again a focus for 2021.  Keep checking it for new     

content and take some time to explore it.  We will soon be adding 

video content which will enable us to give tours and present    

programming for those not able to join us in person! 

Thank You Members! 

Our membership has been 

amazing this past year!  It has 

been great to receive such pos-

itive feedback and support.  

We exist to serve our member-

ship and the public and we are 

actively searching for different 

and better ways to do just that. 

Throughout 2020 we received 

many positive notes and spe-

cial donations from our mem-

bership, which enabled us to 

keep going and pursue our 

mission. 

As of March 19, 2021, PCHS 

has 317 members, including 

Business, Annual and Life.  15 

of those members are new!  

Our 2021 membership goal is 

to grow it to 350 members. 

We have 1500 followers on 

Facebook.  Wouldn’t it be 

great if half of them would put 

money down on our mission & 

success and join us as mem-

bers? 

We need help to get the word 

out and reach our goal.  Tell 

your friends, tell your face-

book acquaintances, tell every-

one that their membership to 

PCHS is a great investment. 

New this year, you can pay 

your dues online at our web-

site:   

www.pipestonecountymuseum.com 
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Website:     
www.pipestonecountymuseum.com 

Membership Matters 


