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Hillside Cemetery
Settlement of Edgerton began in 1879 when it was
surveyed and platted with twelve blocks, ready to meet
the first train service, the Southern Minnesota RR when
it pushed through late that year. The federal census of
1880 gave the population of Edgerton as 86 people.
In March 1885, E.W. Day arranged a plat of the
Edgerton cemetery. The lots were numbered, and title
given to the purchaser. In 1886 this cemetery was
annexed to the village of Edgerton but belonged to the
township of Osborne. Albert A. Dodge sold ten more
acres to Osborne Township in 1888 for the purpose of a
cemetery. However, there were burials at this location
prior to 1885.
It is said that the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post #80 of Edgerton
was the first G.A.R post organized in Pipestone County.
There are no existing records of the organization,
however they were reported on in the local newspaper.
There are 15 known Civil War Soldiers buried at Hillside
Cemetery.

William G.Barnard
Served in Co. G, 3rd Minnesota Infantry
William Barnard was twenty-three years old, living in
Wabasha County, Minnesota as a farmer in 1860.
There he enlisted as a private in October 1861. The
3rd Minnesota was largely surrendered at
Murfreesboro in July 1862. They were paroled and
exchanged in August and sent back to Minnesota
where they remained for some time engaged in the
Dakota Conflict. They were present at the Battle of
Wood Lake Camp and remained in the field until
November. After a reorganization, the 3rd Minnesota
left the state again in January 1863, spent time at
the Siege of Vicksburg, after which it campaigned in
Arkansas, including the occupation of Little Rock.
William Barnard mustered out in November 1864.
He married, and moved to Dodge County, Minnesota
before settling near Leota, Nobles County,
Minnesota. He was a charter member of the U.S.
Grant G.A.R. Post. He later lived near Chandler and
died in 1919 in Marshall County, Minnesota.

Rev.Elijah Carter
Served in Co. A, 22nd Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry
In 1860, Elijah Carter was living in Kenosha County, Wisconsin,
married and father of two. He enlisted in September 1864
and joined his regiment in garrison at Atlanta, Georgia. There
they remained, engaging in various foraging expeditions, until
January 1865 when they joined the movement north to
Richmond, Virginia. The 22nd Wisconsin Infantry participated
in the Grand Review at Washington D.C. in May 1865, before
being processed out of the army. Elijah Carter mustered out
in August 1865 and he returned to Wisconsin.
Elijah Carter was homesteading in Blue Earth County,
Minnesota before 1870 where he began doing pastoral work
with the United Brethren. He entered the Congregational
Association, and after being widowed twice, served an eightyear term as a clergyman in Edgerton, Minnesota between
1889-1897. He married again and was a member of the U.S.
Grant G.A.R. Post. His name is inscribed on the Soldiers
Memorial Monument on the Pipestone County Courthouse
lawn. Rev. Elijah Carter died in 1917 and was buried along
with his wife’s first husband. She was buried between them.

James W.Cafferty
Eighteen year old James William Cafferty was living
in Putnam County, Illinois and laboring as a farmer
when he enlisted in 1865. He traveled to Chicago,
Illinois to enlist for a two-year term as a landman
in the U.S. Navy. His physical description was given
as fair complexion, light hair and blue eyes. He
was 5’4”.
Nothing else has been found conclusively on James
W. Cafferty. His military stone does not give birth
or death dates. It merely states, “U.S. Navy” and is
marked by a G.A.R. star.

John N.O.Casserly
Served in Co. M, 1st Wisconsin Cavalry
John Casserly was married in Ireland in 1856 and had
arrived in Wisconsin by February 1862 when he enlisted
under the name “John Casseday.” The 1st Wisconsin
Cavalry left the state in March 1862 and spent the first
part of the war skirmishing in Missouri and Arkansas. In
June 1864 they joined the cavalry corps of the Army of the
Cumberland and headed to Nashville, Tennessee. They
participated in the battles of Chickamauga, New Market
Hills, Allatoona Hills and Lost Mountain. John re-enlisted
as a veteran volunteer early in 1864 and in December they
drove the enemy from Hopkinsville and were stationed at
Macon, Georgia. During his service, John Casserly received
a debilitating wound to his left arm and shoulder and also
lost the sight in his left eye. John Casserly was mustered
out with the 1st Wisconsin Cavalry at Nashville in July
1865.
In 1878 John Casserly took a homestead in Osborne
Township, Pipestone County and he was a charter
member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post. He died in 1900.
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Edwin Warren Day
Served in Co. K, 9th Minnesota Volunteer Infantry
In 1860 E.W. Day was 27-years-old, married, working as a day
laborer and living in his brother-in-law’s household in Winona
County, Minnesota. He enlisted in the 9th Minnesota Infantry in
February 1864 but was soon honorably discharged at Camp
Gamble, Rolla Mission, Missouri on a Surgeon’s Certificate of
Disability, due to a hereditary condition.
E.W. Day returned to Minnesota and in 1878 the family moved to
Osborne Township in Pipestone County where he was the first to
hold several civic offices, including township clerk, county register
of deeds, justice of the peace, and superintendent of schools. E.W.
Day was a charter member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post, and his
name is inscribed on the Soldiers Memorial Monument on the
lawn of the Pipestone County Courthouse. He held the office of
Postmaster at Edgerton from 1897 until his death in 1905.

Albert Alonzo Dodge
Served in Co. G, 52nd Illinois Volunteer Infantry
Albert A. Dodge was 14-years-old in 1860, living with his parents in
Lake County, Illinois. He enlisted in the army when but 16 years old
in August 1861, serving as a private in the 52nd Illinois Infantry.
They saw service at Shiloh- where Albert Dodge received a gunshot
wound to his foot, also Corinth, Mississippi and were present on
the Atlanta Campaign. Albert Dodge re-enlisted as a veteran
volunteer in January 1864 and was mustered out in July 1865.

After the war, he married and lived in Illinois for a few years, before
taking a job with the Union Pacific Railroad and traveling in the
west. After his divorce, he married again and filed a homestead in
Osborne Township, Pipestone County, Minnesota in 1877 where he
farmed until moving into Edgerton in 1918. He was a charter
member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post and his name is inscribed on
the Soldiers Memorial Monument on the lawn of the Pipestone
County Courthouse. Albert Dodge died in 1925.

Carleton Cleveland Fuller
Served in Co. H, 13th New Hampshire Infantry
Carleton C. Fuller was a twenty-five year old
married farmer in 1860, living in Coos County,
New Hampshire. He enlisted in the 13th New
Hampshire Infantry in August 1862. At the Battle
of Fredericksburg in December 1862 Carleton
Fuller received a severe gunshot wound to the
foot. He was hospitalized for several months
while several toes were amputated.
After
recovery he was deemed unfit for duty and
discharged in August 1864.
After his discharge, Carleton Fuller worked as a
clerk for the mercantile firm of J.H. Danforth & Co.
and was active in New Hampshire politics, before
moving the family to Iowa in 1877. They settled in
Osborne Township, Pipestone County, Minnesota
in 1879. Carleton Fuller was a member of the U.S.
Grant G.A.R. Post and his name was inscribed on
the Soldiers Memorial Monument at the
Pipestone County Courthouse. He died in 1906.

Henry Edward Glass
Served in Co. I, 14th Illinois Volunteer Cavalry

In 1860 Henry Glass was eighteen years old and living at Green
County, Wisconsin. He enlisted in the 14th Illinois Cavalry in
November 1862. They pursued John Morgan in the summer of
1863, harried the enemy through Tennessee into Virginia and
captured the greater part of “Thomas’ Legion” of whites and
Cherokee Indians in North Carolina early in 1864. Henry
received a gunshot wound to the right arm in a skirmish
between Franklin and Springhill, Tennessee. They participated
in the Atlanta Campaign, and were nearly annihilated on the
disastrous Macon Raid, but recovered and were present at the
Battle of Nashville. Later stationed at Pulaski, Tennessee, the
14th Illinois Cavalry was mustered out in July 1865.
Having married the day before enlisting, after the war Henry
Glass and his wife continued to live in Green County, Wisconsin.
They moved to Chickasaw County, Iowa in the 1870s where
Henry farmed and learned the trade of a stone mason. They
moved to Edgerton, Minnesota around 1900. Henry Glass was
a member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post and his name inscribed
on the Soldiers Memorial Monument on the Pipestone County
Courthouse lawn. He died in 1910.

Samuel Harden
Served in Co. D, 30th Iowa Volunteer Infantry.
Samuel Harden was married with three children in 1860. He was
twenty-five years old and lived in Van Buren County, Iowa working as
a saddler. He mustered into the army as a private in August 1862.
The 30th Iowa Infantry was organized at Camp Lincoln in Keokuk,
Iowa and was present at the Siege of Vicksburg, Chattanooga,
Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Kennesaw Mountain, and the Siege of
Atlanta. At the close of the war they participated in the Grand
Review at Washington D.C. where they mustered out in June 1865.
Samuel Harden was living in Iona, Murray County, Minnesota by
1880, working as a harness and saddle maker. He was a charter
member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post and his name is inscribed on
the Soldiers Memorial Monument on the lawn of the Pipestone
County Courthouse.

David Haller
No conclusive information has been located for
David Haller. His birth and death dates are carved
on his stone which is marked by a G.A.R. star.

James D. Harding
Served in Co. G. 33rd Missouri Infantry.
In 1860 James Harding was 29 years old, living in Missouri
with his wife and children. In September 1862 he enlisted in
the 33rd Missouri Infantry, and fought for the Union. The 33rd
Missouri largely saw service as part of the Department of the
Tennessee and was present at the battles of Helena, Arkansas
and Nashville, Tennessee, where he received a gunshot
wound to the right thigh which resulted in lameness. He was
declared unfit for duty and discharged for disability at
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri in May 1865.

After the war, James Harding lived in Illinois and Iowa before
settling in Denver Township, Rock County, Minnesota by 1885.
Due to his wound, he received a pension as early as 1866.
James Harding died in 1897.

Nathaniel Lester
Served in Co. C, 6th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry.

In 1860 Nathaniel Lester was living in Crawford County, Wisconsin
with his wife and children. In February 1864, at the age of thirty-five,
he enlisted. Nathaniel Lester joined his regiment in the field in
Virginia as a new recruit. He immediately came down with a lung
ailment which was compounded by rheumatism and heart disease
and was absent from muster by reason of illness for nearly the entire
time he was in the service. The 6th Wisconsin fought at the Battle of
the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Courthouse, Cold Harbor and the Siege
of Petersburg, but it is doubtful Nathaniel was with them in battle.
Nathaniel Lester was discharged with a detachment in June 1865 at
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.
Nathaniel Lester returned to Crawford County, Wisconsin where he
briefly practiced law. The family moved to Rock County, Minnesota in
1875 and was living in Pipestone County by 1885. He was a charter
member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post. Nathaniel Lester was judged
insane in 1895 and sent to the St. Peter Asylum where he died a few
weeks later. His name is inscribed on the Soldier Memorial
Monument on the Pipestone County Courthouse lawn.

Alfred J. Nichols
Served in Co. M, 1st Ohio Heavy Artillery
Alfred Nichols enlisted at the age of 17 years in July 1863.
The 1st Ohio Heavy Artillery served largely as foragers and
was on guard duty throughout the war. Alfred joined his
regiment in Kentucky after it was reorganized. They spent
the winter in various points in Kentucky, then garrisoned at
Knoxville, Tennessee and engaged in guarding railroads and
mountain passes in Tennessee and North Carolina, as well
as fighting guerillas. During his service, Alfred Nichols
survived the measles which settled in his lungs, causing
health problems for the remainder of his life. He was
discharged with his regiment in July 1865 at Knoxville,
Tennessee.
After the war, he spent time as a traveling salesman in
Ohio, Iowa and Minnesota. He married in 1878 and that
year homesteaded in Murray County, Minnesota. He was a
member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post and his name was
inscribed on the Soldiers Memorial Monument in
Pipestone. Alfred Nichols died in 1887 of complications of
consumption, and his was the first military funeral at
Hillside Cemetery. His wife remarried to veteran Rev. Elijah
Carter and is buried between them.

Major D.E.Runals
Served in Co. A, 2nd Minnesota Volunteer Infantry
Major D.E. Runals (Major was his name, not a rank) enlisted as a
musician at the age of eighteen in June 1861. The 2nd Minnesota
participated in a lot of action, including the Mill Springs campaign
and Battles of Shiloh, Murfreesboro and Nashville.
At
Chickamauga the 2nd Minnesota had 162 killed or wounded,
including Major Runals who was severely wounded in the left
breast. They were also at Missionary Ridge and the Atlanta
Campaign, marched to Savannah and participated in the Grand
Review, before being mustered out at Louisville in July 1865.
After the war, Major Runals married and took a homestead in
Rock County, Minnesota. He divorced in 1879 and moved to
Edgerton where he married again in 1882. He served as
Edgerton’s postmaster, was the first notary and second notary
public for the county, a charter member of the U.S. Grant G.A.R.
Post and his name is inscribed on the Soldiers Memorial
Monument at the Pipestone County Courthouse. Major Runals
died in Florida in 1921.

Willis Randall Terrell
Served in Co. K, 23rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry
Served in the 5th U.S. Cavalry

Willis Terrell was eighteen years old when he enlisted in the 23rd
Ohio Infantry in June 1861. The 23rd Ohio was heavily engaged at
the Battle of South Mountain, where they lost nearly 200 men
killed or mortally wounded, and the Battle of Antidam, where
Willis Terrell received a gunshot that fractured his skull. Upon
recovery, he transferred his service to the 5th U.S. Cavalry, for the
remainder of his commitment. Willis Terrell was discharged from
service in June 1864.
After the war he went to Minneapolis and married and by 1878
they were homesteading in Osborne Township. Divorced in 1889,
Willis remarried in 1893. After 1900 he operated the first rural
mail service in Osborne Township. He was a charter member of
the U.S. Grant G.A.R. Post and his name is inscribed on the
Soldiers Memorial Monument at the Pipestone County
Courthouse. Willis Terrell died in 1908.

Pipestone County
Historical Society
PCHS is headquartered at the Pipestone County Museum,
113 South Hiawatha Avenue, Pipestone, Minnesota. It
was established in 1880 and exists to foster an awareness
of Pipestone County’s history in connection with the
history of Minnesota, the region and the nation.
For more information, visit the website:
www.pipestonecountymuseum.com. PCHS can also be
reached through Email, pipctymu@iw.net; Telephone,
507-825-2563; or Facebook.

