Pipestone
Indian
Training
School
1893-1953

During the late 19th and early 20th century residential Indian Boarding Schools were
established by the United States Government. These facilities were created with the
purpose of assimilating the Indian child into the European-American lifestyle.

On February 5, 1891, a bill passed by Congress and signed by President Benjamin Harrison
established the Pipestone Indian Training School. The facility was operated by Federal
appropriations and supervised by the Commission of Indian Affairs.
It opened its doors in 1893 to 6 students that were transferred from a similar facility in
Wisconsin. At that time one 3-story structure constructed from local quartzite housed
classrooms, sleeping quarters, dining facilities, and a living and office space for the first
Superintendent, C.J. Crandall.
Before its closure in 1953, the facility grew to approximately 60 building; with about a dozen
of them being constructed from quartzite and the remainder being wood-frame structures.

Enrollment increased rapidly
over the next several years
leading to expansion of the
campus. The school was
designed to house and
educate students aged 6-18
and in grades 1 through 9.
During their stay at a
boarding
school,
Indian
children were taught basic
English,
spelling
and
mathematic skills. As they
became older, the students
were also taught vocational
skills to help them prepare
for life in the American
culture beyond their school
years. The buildings erected
on the campus reflect these
goals.
Map of the Pipestone Indian Training School campus about 1952.

Girls
Dormitory

•

Built in 1893 for $34,482

•

Made of Sioux Quartzite

•

A brick addition added to the back of the
building in 1931 (not shown)

Boys
Dormitory

•

Built in 1894 for $33,653 (above
photo)

•

Made of Sioux Quartzite

•

A brick addition was added over
the front porch in 1927 (side
photo)

Administration
Building
•

Wood frame

•

Built in 1926

•

Cost $6,426

•

Served as the main
office
and
entrance
point
when arriving at
the campus

Academic
Building

•

Built in 1934 to replace
original building that was
destroyed by fire in 1932

•

Cost $67,410

•

Held 10 classrooms, a
library, an auditorium and
a stage

Employees
Club
•

Built in 1907 for
$10,106

•

Made of
Quartzite

•

Held living and
dining facilities for
unwed employees

Sioux

To the right of the Employees Club was a small wood frame cottage.
There were 7 cottages as well as multiple garages scattered over the
campus. These cottages were single family or duplex style housing
units for staff of the Pipestone Indian Training School.

Dining Hall,
Kitchen & Bakery Building

•

Built in 1922 of Sioux Quartzite

•

Contained a 34’ x 52’ kitchen, 115’ x 54’ dining area and a
31’ x 44’ bakery space

•

Remodeled in 1932

Gymnasium
•

Built in 1931

•

Besides a large playing space it
contained
showers
and
dressing rooms along with
modern toilet facilities

•

It also had a large capacity
seating area.

•

This building later served as
the “Villa” for the Pipestone
Vocational School.

•

Its final use was as the
Pipestone Teen Center which
opened in April 1999 and
operated until 2005.

•

It was later demolished.

Power Plant & Laundry Building

•

Erected in 1905 for $69,492

•

Smokestack stood 100’ tall

•

The school and all residences on the
campus were heated via steam heat
generated in this building.

Industrial Building

Engineering Department

•

Erected in 1905 for
$10,620

•

Made of Sioux Quartzite

•

1st
floor
held
a
carpentry shop for
vocational training

•

2nd floor held industrial
arts classrooms

Interior of the Carpentry Shop

Hospital Building
•

Constructed in 1932 for $78,562

•

Served as hospital for all students

•

Had room for 36 beds; replacing the original
smaller wood frame hospital

•

Closed by the Government in 1951 prior to

the school’s closure in 1953
•

Students then cared for in the Nurses
cottage or in their dorm

•

Building became part of the Good Samaritan
Society when the campus closed

•

Building was closed in 1991 and razed in
1999 due to health and safety hazards that
included asbestos.

It was deemed not

financially feasible to fix and renovations
over the years made it ineligible to be placed
First Pipestone Indian School Hospital that became
employee apartments after the larger hospital opened in
1932.

on the National Register of Historic Places.

Superintendent’s Residence

•

Built in 1907 for
$4,850

•

2-story
Quartzite
structure

•

2-story wooden
porch on front of
the home

•

This structure is
still
standing
[2020]; though in
much need of
preservation.

Sioux

Domestic Science Building

Sewing, Baking
and Canning
Classes

•

Wood frame 2-story structure

•

Built in 1925 to teach the female students
domestic skills deemed necessary in that era

Dairy Barn

Dairy Barn Interior

•

This structure was destroyed by fire in 1951; 2
years prior to the school’s closure.

Butter Making
Milking Crew

Outlying Farm Buildings
Other farm related
structures on the
campus included:
o 7 sheds
o 1 granary
o 1 horse barn
o 2 silos
o 1 ag building

o 1 hog house
o 2 corn cribs
o 1 calf shed

Other
Newspaper articles preserved over the years help to tell a bit more about the facility. It was
reported the campus had 2 cement tennis courts, a commissary, an ice-house, 2 root cellars,
a playground for the children and multiple garages, storage sheds, and a warehouse.
There were extracurricular activities and groups for the students to be involved in when they
weren’t in class. Some of the organizations include Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, YMCA, YWCA,
baseball teams, basketball teams, band and other musical activities, and religious services.
The school provided movies for the children to watch on a regular schedule and took
students on weekly trips into town.

Playground

Boys Scout Troop
1913 Boys Baseball Team

The Government closed the Pipestone facility June 4, 1953 citing a shift in a belief system that
felt removing Indian children from their home and culture was detrimental to the child. It was
also a financial decision in part. Indian students deemed to need care outside their traditional
family unit could be placed in a foster home at a lower cost to the Government than being
placed in a Boarding School.
Because these institutions were operated by the Federal Government, records from such
facilities remained the property of the Federal Government when facilities were closed.
The records of the Pipestone Indian Training School were taken to the Federal Archives in
Kansas City, Missouri.
The Pipestone County Historical Society is fortunate to have images of the campus and a few
scattered photos of largely unidentified students and staff.

4th grade class

Faculty circa 1932

PITS Class of 1908
PITS Class of 1943

Unidentified students and staff.

Pipestone Indian School
Girls Band

Mandolin Club
Pipestone Indian Training School

Did You Know?

The Pipestone Indian Training School presented the first ever
“Hiawatha Pageant” to the public in May 1932. Indian
School teacher, Frances Dietz, loved Longfellow’s poem “The
Song of Hiawatha” and enjoyed teaching her students that it
was speaking of the nearby quarry. She decided to cast parts
and present the program to the public by the lake north of
the city. It was widely attended and deemed a success. She
continued the tradition for 3 years. Several years would pass
before the community would develop its own version and
the long running tradition of the Hiawatha Pageant would
emerge.
Image of an original
Hiawatha Pageant
program.

Images of students at the Pipestone
Indian Training School in costume for
their presentation of “The Song of
Hiawatha”.

After the schools closure the campus sat empty while suitable options for its purchase and
reuse were pursued. The City of Pipestone purchased the buildings and all but 117 acres of
the land in 1957. Those acres were given to the Game, Fish & Parks Department for
development of a recreational usage area around Indian Lake.
The City’s main purpose in the purchase was to acquire the well that supplied the water
tower on the former campus grounds. The City had previously entered into a lease
agreement with the Federal Government for water usage from this site. They paid $45,000.
A public auction was held and many of the smaller wood frame building were moved to area
farms. The city hoped the remaining buildings and land could be turned into an Industrial
Development area for the City. This goal never materialized.
In 1967 the City sold the
land for $1 to the
Pipestone School District
for the development of
the Pipestone Vocational
School.
Most of the
remaining buildings were
demolished to make
room for this new
development.

Conclusion
In 2020 the land that once housed the Pipestone Indian Training
School looks vastly different then it once did. Minnesota West
Community and Technical College along with the Good Samaritan
Society’s Skilled Nursing Unit are what populates the landscape of
this former campus. Just to the west of the Technical School’s
entrance one can see the former Superintendent’s Home. It is
owned by the Pipestone Indian Shrine Association who are taking
steps to see the home restored and utilized as a Museum that
tells the story of the Pipestone Indian Training School.
A local group, Friends of the Former Pipestone Indian Boarding
School, have applied for large scale grants for the rehabilitation of
this building. Their efforts to date have been denied.
The legacy of the daily life of a student at the school isn’t well
documented. Adam Fortunate Eagle told of his experiences at the
Pipestone Indian Boarding School in his book, Pipestone, which
was published in 2010. The Pipestone County Museum carries
this book in the Gift Shop.

Pipestone County
Historical Society
– PCHS is headquartered at the Pipestone County
Museum, 113 South Hiawatha Avenue, Pipestone,
Minnesota. It was established in 1880 and exists to
foster an awareness of Pipestone County’s history in
connection with the history of Minnesota, the region
and the nation.
– For more information, visit the website:
www.pipestonecountymuseum.com. PCHS can also
be reached through Email, pipctymu@iw.net;
Telephone, 507-825-2563; or Facebook.

